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Dear Squamish People,

Re: Land-Use Agreement

We're excited to share some important news with you before it's made public. It's
important to us that you hear this directly from your Council.

The Squamish People have always cared for and protected our lands and waters. As
part of continuing this work and following the vision in our 2001 Xay Temixw (Sacred
Land Use Plan), the Squamish Nation has signed a new land use agreement with the
Provincial government. This agreement strengthens how we protect and manage
more than 20,000 hectares of land — an area the of 50 Stanley Parks — across our
Territory.

Although we first made a land use agreement with the Province in 2007, not all of
our Nation’s concerns were addressed at that time. Our Rights & Title team
continued discussions with the Province, which led to this new agreement. Both the
Squamish Nation Council and the Province have now approved it.

This agreement builds on our Nation’s long-term vision in the Xay Temixw Plan —
that we are the ones who decide how our lands and forests are managed. It is a
major step in our Generational Plan to continue being recognized as the rightful
stewards of our Territory.

What the agreement protects:

e Siiyariin (Cultural Sites): Over 30 new protected cultural sites, covering around
4,250 hectares. These areas are fully protected from forestry and land use changes.

e Special Cultural Management Areas: Six large areas, about 16,000 hectares
total, will be managed with a focus on protecting old-growth cedar, culturally
modified trees, and important wildlife habitat.

e Snewiyelh (Cultural Training Areas): Areas used for cultural learning and
knowledge sharing.

¢ Wildlife Focus Areas: Locations identified for their importance to wildlife.

e Future Protections: The agreement includes plans for more work to protect
shoreline and marine areas in our Territory.

Definitions:

e Cultural Sites: These are small, important areas — such as mountain tops,
creeks, rock shelters, or old cedar trees — with special cultural, spiritual, or strategic



value. These areas are fully protected, although some existing roads or land use
permits may still exist under older agreements.

e Special Cultural Management Areas: These are larger areas where some
forestry may continue, including forestry led by Squamish Nation, but with added
rules to protect old growth and cultural values.
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This agreement is an important step in our journey to protect our culture, lands, and
future generations.
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With respect,
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Squamish Nation Council
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Councillor Deborah Baker
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Councillor Shayla Jacobs
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Councillor Kristen Rivers
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Councillor Joyce Williams

Councillor Stewart Gonzales
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Chairperson Dustin Rivers
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