
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

November 16, 2022 
 
Dear Squamish Nation,       

You are asked to consider voting in the upcoming Squamish Nation Referendum on 
Reclaiming Education Jurisdiction. This referendum will take place from December 1 to 
December 30, 2022. Reclaiming education requires a referendum vote. 

To help you prepare for this vote, we want to ensure you have all the information you need 
to make an informed decision. This information package includes: 

1. A letter of endorsement from Squamish Nation Council 

2. A Notice of Referendum from OneFeather (indicating who can vote, where to vote, how 
to vote, and the question on the ballot)  

3. A summary of the Canada First Nations Education Jurisdiction Agreement (CFNEJA) 
between Canada and Squamish Nation.  

a. The entire Canada First Nations Education Jurisdiction Agreement (CFNEJA) 
agreement that will be signed between Canada and Squamish Nation. 

4. A summary of the Squamish Nation Education Law-Making Protocol.  

a. The entire Squamish Nation Education Law-Making Protocol.  

5. An FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) about Education Jurisdiction 

If you have any questions about the vote, please visit squamish.net/reclaiming-education. 
Here, you can find a video library with our community members sharing their experiences 
around education and more information about how to vote. You can also reach out to us or 
email reclaiming.education@squamish.net.   

There are a handful of in-person and digital opportunities to learn more about this initiative: 
• Thursday, November 17: Info Drop-in, Totem Hall, 5:30-8:00pm 
• Monday, November 21: Info Drop-in, CJMC, 5:30-8:00pm 
• Tuesday, November 22: Brunch with Elders in Valley, 10:00-12:00pm 
• Monday, November 28: Facebook Live, 6:00pm to 7:00pm 

 
We thank you for taking the time to read through this package.  

The S7ulh wa Nexwniw̓éyalh (Our Ways of Education) Committee 

https://www.squamish.net/reclaiming-education/
mailto:reclaiming.education@squamish.net
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.squamish.net%2freclaiming-education%2f&c=E,1,7O7BIQ_5KYiGlPnXpqFGcsyYBBck6fY0CLozhdQB7lUW7rydfYfkzNVE0MV8xNFMy76KxtjZ5jGdmsP084K_deRB8ZzKDVm3f375sxqHfDo,&typo=1
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Re: Reclaiming Education in the Squamish Nation 
 
To the Squamish People, 
 
On behalf of the Squamish Nation Council, you are invited to vote in the upcoming referendum 
happening from December 1 to 30, 2022 on Reclaiming Education in the Squamish Nation. The 
Referendum question on the ballot will be: 

“Do you approve of the Squamish Nation entering into the Education Jurisdiction Agreement 
and adopting the Protocol?” 

 
Yes or No. 

 
Background 
The Squamish Nation Council raises our hands and gives thanks to all who came before us and 
whose knowledge has steered us toward this important moment in time – when we can take 
back control of the education of our mén̓men (children).  

The Squamish Nation Council set a goal in 2022 to “Connect Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Stélmexw to our 
values, history, language, culture, and ways of knowing” by using our collective power to 
“reclaim jurisdiction in child & family services, education, and rights & title.” (Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh 
Úxwumixw 2026 Plan). 

In 2021, Council asked the Squamish Nation to consider reclaiming control of education within 
our community. Since then, we have met five times with representatives from the S7ulh wa 
Nexwniw̓éyalh (Our Ways of Education) Committee. This Committee is responsible for doing 
the work around the vote and for sharing information with and collecting feedback from 
community members about their hopes, dreams, and concerns about reclaiming education. The 
Committee is following the rules of the Squamish Nation Election & Referendum Law 
throughout the process. 

Have you made a plan to vote yet? 
Your leadership asks you to make a plan to vote! Have you picked a date and time to come and 
vote yet? Is there anyone you could vote with? 

Everything you need to know about the vote can be found in this package and on the website at 
squamish.net/reclaiming-education. Approval is at least 60% in favour of those who vote. This 
threshold is in alignment with the Squamish Nation Election and Referendum Law.  

https://www.squamish.net/reclaiming-education/
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We thank you for taking the time to read this letter and considering why a ‘yes’ vote is a way to 
hold up, support and strengthen our present and future generations.  We’ve included more 
information to help people understand this important issue. 

Chen kw’enmantúmiwit (Thank you all). 

On behalf of the Squamish Nation Council and Band Manager, 

 

 

Chair Khelsilem 
Squamish Nation Council 
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FAQ 
Q: What is Education Jurisdiction?  

A: Education Jurisdiction is about taking back control of the education of our ménmen 
(children), from preschool to grade 12. If we take back education jurisdiction, we can build an 
education system based on Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh ways of being and Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh ways of knowing.  

Education Jurisdiction is about how we can hold each other up by instilling in our ménmen 
(children) – our current and future leaders – a strong sense of who they are as Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh 
people.  

If our community took back control of our education system, we could: 

• Incorporate more Squamish language instruction & learning 
• Include more land-based and tactile education learning strategies in our schools 
• Control the process for certifying teachers, schools, and graduation  
• Create curriculum and courses based on Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh ways 

In this way, our community would be able to hold ourselves accountable regarding the 
education of our mén̓men (children) – not the federal government.  

Q: What are we voting on?  

A: The vote asks if we would like to make laws on our education systems in our own schools on-
reserve. For example, the Province of British Columbia makes laws on education like the 
Education Act. If we vote yes on reclaiming education, it will give us the power to create a 
Squamish Nation Law on education. 

The vote is to approve the two documents below. (Summaries are available in this package.): 

• Document 1 – The process for how our Education Law will be developed and 
approved (also known as the Education Law-Making Protocol); and,  

• Document 2 – An education agreement between Canada and Squamish Nation (also 
known as the Canada-First Nation Education Jurisdiction Agreement, CFNEJA).  

The question on the ballot will be, “Do you approve of the Squamish Nation entering into the 
Education Jurisdiction Agreement and adopting the Protocol? Yes or No.”  
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Q: Why should I vote?  

A: Decisions are made by the people who show up. 

Our Squamish People have always placed a significant value on education. We can see this in 
our history and culture through words like snexwiyálh (teachings/advice), nexwníw̓ (have a 
good upbringing), nexwníwiyalh (to teach or give advice), or usáylh (to teach [verbally]).  

You are being asked to vote to carry on the legacy of our ancestors that came before us.  

Speaking of our Squamish ways, the late Andrew Paull (1892-1959) of the Squamish Nation in 
1932 once said,  

“It was the duty of the more responsible Indians to see that the history and traditions of 
our race were properly handed down to posterity. A knowledge of our history and 
legends was similar as an education is regarded among whitemen.” (Conversations with 
Khahtsahlano by Major Matthews, 1955) 

Our people and leaders have worked to regain control of our education for generations. Our 
ancestors and many who came before us have spent generations getting us to this point. As 
illustrated in 1972, the National Indian Brotherhood published a landmark policy paper called 
Indian Control over Indian Education. This paper read: 

“Our aim is to make education relevant to the philosophy and needs of Indian people. 
We want education to give our children a strong sense of identity with confidence in 
their personal worth and ability.  

We believe in education- …as a preparation for total living …as a means of free choice of 
where to live and work …as a means of enabling us to participate fully in our own social, 
economic, political and educational advancement.” (National Indian Brotherhood, 1973) 

We are now asking our people if we can take the next step to take back control of the 
education of our ménmen (children).  

We recognize that most people do not currently live on a Squamish Nation reserve. We ask you 
to think about the impact this could have on present and future generations of Squamish 
People. In the coming years, we will build thousands of homes to bring our people home. 
Within the next generation, we plan to house every Squamish people. 
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Q: What happens after the vote?  

A: If our people vote yes, we can start working together to create a Squamish Nation law for 
education. This law will be made by our people, working with technical advisors, and influenced 
through community engagements to date and in the future.  

Q: What is the timeline for this initiative? 

A: Here is the current timeline: 

2021 Squamish Nation Council directs staff to engage Squamish 
Nation community on reclaiming education. 

 

2022 Squamish People vote in a referendum on entering into the 
Education Jurisdiction Agreement and adopting the Protocol. 

 We’re here. 

2023 Squamish People and Squamish Nation staff work together to 
create draft Squamish Nation Education Laws. 

 

2024 Squamish People vote to approve the draft law.  

Q: How has community feedback informed us on this journey to reclaim education?  

A: Our community has guided this entire process. 

Over the past six months, there have been more than thirty in-person and virtual gatherings 
with Elders, Youth, Community Members, and Staff. During these engagements, we have heard 
that our education should enable our students to be successful and walk in multiple worlds.  

What we’ve heard is our people want an education system where: 

• People are learning the Squamish language, culture, histories and traditions,  

• We use land-based and tactile education learning strategies, 

• We have world-class leading academic programs where our students are not limited, 
but free to pursue post-secondary or other education, 

• We have a school system where students are encouraged to follow their gifts and their 
strengths, and, 

• Our students and teachers are well-supported to achieve learning and wellness.  
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Q: Who do I contact if I have more questions? 

A: Please contact us to ask any further questions. We would be happy to connect more. 

Website: squamish.net/reclaiming-education 

Email: reclaiming.education@squamish.net 

 

https://www.squamish.net/reclaiming-education/
mailto:reclaiming.education@squamish.net


 

For more information please contact:  For electronic voting support contact: 

Lawrence Lewis, Ratification Officer 

Email: support@onefeather.ca 

OneFeather Support 

Email: support@onefeather.ca 

Office: (250) 384-8200 TF: 1-855-923-3006 Fax: 250 384-5416 

209-852 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1H8 

https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/squamish 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The following question will be asked of Eligible Electors: 

Do you approve of the Squamish Nation entering into the Education Jurisdiction 
Agreement and adopting the Protocol? 

VOTE IN-PERSON ON THESE DATES & LOCATIONS 

DECEMBER 1ST AND 30TH 2022  
9:00AM TO 8:00PM 

SQUAMISH: 
TOTEM HALL 

1380 STAWAMUS ROAD, 
SQUAMISH, B.C. 

NORTH VANCOUVER: 
CHIEF JOE MATHIAS CENTRE 
100 CAPILANO ROAD, NORTH 

VANCOUVER, B.C. 

VOTE ELECTRONICALLY 

VOTE BY ELECTRONIC BALLOT FROM  

DECEMBER 1, 2022 9:00AM TO DECEMBER 30, 2022 AT  8:00PM  
If you wish to vote electronically, click the link below and then click the red “Sign Up with OneFeather” or 
“Vote with OneFeather” button and follow the instructions provided. You will be required to provide a 
personal email and verify your identity in order to vote electronically. You will be guided through the step-by-
step process. Visit the link below to get started.  

https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/squamish 

VOTE BY MAIL 
Eligible Electors wishing to vote by mail may request a Mail-in Ballot Voting package upon request. Please 
contact OneFeather at 1-855-923-3006 or send an email with your full legal name, your current residential 
mailing address (include your postal code) to support@onefeather.ca  

PLEASE NOTE that all Electors of Squamish Nation eighteen (18) years or older as of December 30, 2022 are 
eligible to vote in this referendum vote. Please visit the website listed below for information updates and voting 
instructions.   

Given under my hand at Victoria, British Columbia, this 9th day of November 2022. 

 

Lawrence Lewis, Ratification Officer 

  

TAKE NOTICE that the Squamish Nation has called a Referendum Vote to be held 
December 30, 2022 in accordance with Section 2.1.6 of the Election and 
Referendum Law (2018) to determine if the majority of electors of the Squamish 
Nation would like their own Education Law to be developed and approved 
(Education Law-Making Protocol) and to enter into An Education Agreement with 
Canada (Jurisdiction Agreement). 
 

 

SQUAMISH NATION NOTICE OF REFERENDUM (UPDATED) 

https://www.onefeather.ca/nations/squamish
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SUMMARY 

CANADA-FIRST NATION EDUCATION 
JURISDICTION AGREEMENT (CFNEJA) 

 

 

KEY TERMS  
 
Education Co-Management Agreement (Co-Management Agreement) – an agreement between Squamish 
Nation and FNEA that outlines the relationship and responsibilities to one another. This agreement will be 
signed if the Nation votes ‘yes.’ 
 
Education Jurisdiction – The authority to make laws for our education system (K-12 on our land on-reserve). 
Jurisdiction is not time-limited and has no expiration date. 
 
BC Tripartite Education Agreement (BCTEA) – An agreement between Canada, BC, and FNESC (First Nations 
Education Steering Committee) that provides broad supports for First Nations students and schools across 
BC. This. agreement will expire in 2023, Preparations are now being made for it to be renegotiated.  
 
CEA (Community Education Authority)– a body or governing authority that Squamish Nation may establish 
to operate its school system.  
 
First Nations Education Authority (FNEA) – a body with representatives from all First Nations communities 
that have signed Education Jurisdiction agreements with Canada. It is made up of First Nations 
representatives and was created to support First Nations communities who have voted to take back control 
over education.  
 
Participating First Nations (PFNs) – First Nations that have voted on and ratified an Education Jurisdiction 
Agreement. As of November 2022, ʔaq’am, Cowichan Tribes, Lil’wat Nation, Seabird Island and Ditidaht First 
Nation are all PFNs who have signed Education Jurisdiction Agreements with Canada. 
 
Parties – The two parties in this agreement are Canada and Squamish Nation. 
 
Ratification – is the process by which Squamish Nation votes to approve documents to move into jurisdiction 
or law. The term Ratification is a synonym for “Referendum” in the Nation.  
 
Squamish Nation Education Law – refers to the (“Law”) that the Nation is required to develop. 
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SUMMARY  

CANADA-FIRST NATION EDUCATION 
JURISDICTION AGREEMENT (CFNEJA) 

 

Parties: 
 

 The parties to the Canada-First Nation Education Jurisdiction Agreement (“Jurisdiction 

Agreement”) are: 

o Canada, represented by the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations (“Canada”), and 

o the Participating First Nation (PFN), which is Squamish Nation represented by the Squamish Nation 

Council. 
 

Whereas Provisions: 
 

 The whereas provisions (also known as a section that describes or specifies an action or 
condition) provide historical, political and legal context to the Jurisdiction Agreement, 
but are not legally binding. 

 
Part 2 – Exercise of Jurisdiction 

 

 The parties recognize Squamish Nation’s jurisdiction over education on Squamish Nation land (on-
reserve). This jurisdiction extends to non-member students who attend the Squamish Nation’s 
school(s) on-reserve. (s.2.1, s.2.2) 

 

 The Squamish Nation agrees to provide kindergarten to grade 12 education to eligible students 
attending the Squamish Nation’s school(s) on-reserve. The Squamish Nation will also pay for the 
education of eligible students who are enrolled in a provincial, public or independent (also known 
as ‘private’ and/or ‘religious’) school. (s.2.3 a) i., ii.) 

 
o An “eligible student” must be a resident (Indigenous or non-Indigenous) on Squamish Nation 

land (i.e. on a Squamish Nation reserve) and must be either: (a) 4 to 21 years old and enrolled in 
kindergarten to grade 12, or (b) at least 18 years old and enrolled in an adult education 
program that is funded under the BC Tripartite Education Agreement (BCTEA) or its successor. 
(s.1.1) (To view the BCTEA, visit http://www.fnesc.ca/bctea/)  

 

 The Squamish Nation also agrees to provide education to students attending the Squamish 
Nation’s school(s) on-reserve who live: (a) off-reserve, subject to receiving reciprocal tuition from 
the Province (or in other words, funding for students who live off-reserve land who attend on-
reserve schools), and (b) on another First Nation’s reserve (e.g., Tsleil Waututh), subject to 
receiving funding from or on behalf of that other First Nation (e.g., Tsleil Waututh). (s.2.4) 

 

 The Squamish Nation must provide the parents of non-member students with mechanisms (also 
known as a process in which voices are heard), for providing input into decisions that directly and 
significantly affect the rights of non-member students or their parents. These mechanisms must be 
included in the Squamish Nation’s education law. (s.2.5) 

 

 The Squamish Nation will provide education that supports the transfer of students to and from other 
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schools. (s.2.6) 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement confirms the legal status of the Squamish Nation and obliges the 
Squamish Nation to exercise its authority in a manner consistent with the Jurisdiction Agreement, 
the Squamish Nation’s education laws and the Squamish Nation’s education law-making protocol. 
(ss.2.7-2.10) 

 

 The Squamish Nation’s education law-making protocol must include procedures for: passing and 
amending education laws, challenging the validity of those laws, amending the protocol itself, 
and addressing conflicts of interest. (s.2.11, s.2.12) 

 

 The Squamish Nation has the authority to pass education laws applicable on Squamish Nation 
land (on-reserve) in relation to the education it provides, which includes the authority to do 
other things as may be necessarily incidental to the exercise of that jurisdiction. (ss.2.13-
2.15) 

 

 The Squamish Nation may delegate its law-making authority to the First Nations Education 

Authority (FNEA). The Squamish Nation may delegate its other duties (other than law-making) to 
another legal entity. (ss.2.16-2.19) 

 

Part 3 – Community Education Authority (CEA) 
 

 The Squamish Nation may pass an education law establishing a Community Education Authority 
(CEA) in BC to operate its education system. That law must set out the powers, duties, composition 
and membership of the CEA. (s.3.1) 

 

 Two or more PFNs (e.g., Squamish Nation and another First Nation) can establish a single CEA. (s.3.2) 
 

 Instead of establishing a CEA under its own law, the Squamish Nation may identify an existing or 
new legal entity established under federal or provincial law as its CEA (e.g. a society under the BC 
Societies Act). The Squamish Nation may provide the CEA with additional powers, but these may 
not be inconsistent with the law that established the CEA as a legal entity. (s.3.6) 

 
Part 4 – First Nations Education Authority (FNEA) in British Columbia 

 

 On the Effective Date (July 1, 2023), Squamish Nation must appoint two directors to sit on the First 
Nations Education Authority (FNEA). One of the two directors appointed by each Squamish Nation 
must be a member of Squamish Nation. (s.4.1, s.4.2) 

 

 The responsibilities of the FNEA include (s.4.3): 
 

o assisting the Squamish Nation in developing the capacity to provide education, 
o establishing standards for curriculum and exams for courses provided by the Squamish 

Nation that are necessary to meet graduation requirements, 
o providing a teacher certification process for teachers in the Squamish Nation’s school(s), 

other than teachers who teach only the Squamish Nation’s language and culture, and 
o providing for the certification of the Squamish Nation’s school(s). 
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 Developing “standards” for curriculum and exams for courses required to graduate, including: both 
graduation requirements, and the process for evaluating locally developed First Nation courses 
that are required for graduation. (s.4.4, s.4.6) 

 

 The Squamish Nation can only pass its education law(s) after it has signed the Education Co-
Management Agreement with the FNEA (First Nations Education Authority). (s.4.4).  

 

 The Education Co-Management Agreement between the Squamish Nation and the FNEA will 
address (s.4.5): 

 
o the FNEA’s key responsibilities (i.e. establishing graduation requirements, the course approval 

process, teacher certification and school certification), and 
o the incorporation of the process, standards, and requirements regarding the FNEA's key 

responsibilities into the Squamish Nation's law(s).  
 

Part 5 – Registry, Enforcement and Adjudication 
 

 The Squamish Nation must establish and maintain a law registry (also known as a database of 
laws), which is where the education law will be stored and made accessible to Members. 
(s.5.1) 

 

 The Squamish Nation must establish processes for appeal (also known as applying for a decision to 
be reversed and/or re-examined) or review of administrative decisions made by the Squamish 
Nation Council or the Community Education Authority (CEA). Those appeal processes may include 
an appeal to the BC Supreme Court. (s.5.2) 

 

 Disputes between individuals under a Squamish Nation education law may be heard by the BC 
Supreme Court. (s.5.3) 

 

 The Squamish Nation may appoint officials to enforce their education laws. (s.5.6) 
 

 Violations of Squamish Nation education laws may be brought before the BC Provincial Court in 
accordance with summary conviction procedures. Squamish Nation may retain a prosecutor or 
enter into an agreement with Canada or BC to prosecute offences under Squamish Nation 
education laws. (In other words, summary conviction procedures under the Criminal Code of 
Canada apply to the violation of the education law. These procedures apply to summary 
conviction offences which are colloquially termed "petty crimes".) (s.5.10, s.5.11) 

 
Part 6 – Application of Laws 

 

 Federal laws continue to apply alongside Squamish Nation education laws. In the event of a 
conflict between federal or provincial law and a Squamish Nation law, the Squamish Nation law 
will prevail on Squamish Nation land on-reserve, with some exceptions (e.g. federal laws in 
relation to matters of overriding national importance). (s.6.1- s.6.5, s.6.9, s.6.10) 

 

 Squamish Nation education laws must be consistent with the Jurisdiction Agreement. (s.6.7) 
 

 Squamish Nation education laws do not apply to Canada. (s.6.6) 
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 The Jurisdiction Agreement prevails (also known as overrides) over the Squamish Nation’s 

education law-making protocol to the extent of any inconsistency. (s.6.8) 
 

 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms applies to the Squamish Nation and any body (e.g. a 
CEA or the FNEA) exercising the Squamish Nation’s jurisdiction and authority over education 
under the Jurisdiction Agreement. (s.6.11) 

 

 Sections 114 to 122 of the Indian Act will no longer apply to the Squamish Nation after it has 
passed an education law. (See https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-5/page-9.html#h-332928.) 
(s.6.13) 
 

Part 7 – Financial Arrangements 
 

 The parties agree to work together to advance certain goals, including closing well-being gaps in 
education. (s.7.1 a)) 

 

 The parties agree to enter into a Canada-First Nation Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement 
(“Funding Agreement”) to enable the Squamish Nation to: (a) exercise its rights and carry out its 
responsibilities set out in the Jurisdiction Agreement, and (b) support the advancement of the 
goals set out in the Jurisdiction Agreement. (ss. 7.2, 7.3) 

 

 Canada’s Own-Source Revenue (OSR) Policy will not apply to the calculation of funding under the 
Funding Agreement (i.e. there will be no OSR offsets deducted from education funding). (s.7.4) 
(There will be no penalty to the Squamish Nation for earning its Own Source Revenue). 

 

 Any funding to be provided to Squamish Nation under the Funding Agreement is subject to 
appropriation (also known as being taken over) by the federal Parliament. If the Squamish Nation 
does not receive the agreed amount of funding, it does not have to meet its corresponding 
obligations to provide education. (s.7.6, s.7.7) 

 

 The amount of education program funding provided by Canada to the Squamish Nation will not 
be less than the amount received by First Nations that are not Squamish Nation. (In other words, 
the Squamish Nation will not receive any less funding than any other First Nation that has 
passed education jurisdiction.) (s.7.8)  

 

 If the Funding Agreement is terminated and not replaced, funding for education programs will be 
provided on the same terms as it was before, and that funding amount will not be less than the 
amount received by First Nations that are not Squamish Nation. (If the Agreement ends, we will 
not be penalized financially.) (s.7.9)  
 

Part 8 – Implementation 
 

 There will be a 10-year implementation plan (that will aim to develop, vote on, and implement the 
education law) for the Jurisdiction Agreement, which identifies the parties’ obligations and how 
the plan may be amended, renewed or extended. (s.8.1) 

 

 The implementation plan will be attached to the Jurisdiction Agreement, but it is not legally binding. 
(s.8.3) 
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 On the Effective Date, July 1, 2023, each of the parties will appoint a senior official to address 
implementation. (ss.8.4, 8.5) 

 
Part 9 – Dispute Resolution 

 

 This part sets out the process for resolving disputes that may arise regarding the Jurisdiction 
Agreement, including negotiation (s.9.1), mediation (s.9.5) and, if the parties agree, 
arbitration. (ss.9.6, 9.7). 

 

 The parties agree not to take a dispute to court until they have tried to resolve it through 
mediation or, if they have agreed to arbitration, they have received an arbitration decision. 
(ss.9.8-9.10) 

 

Part 10 – Ratification (also known as a referendum) 
 

 Prior to a ratification vote, the Squamish Nation must inform its members of their right to 
vote, the content of the Jurisdiction Agreement and the content of the education law-making 
protocol. (s.10.1) 

 

 Under the CFNEJA, ratification by the First Nation requires that at least 50% of those who cast a 
vote, vote in favour of entering into the Jurisdiction Agreement and adopting the education law-
making protocol. (s.10.2 a)). Under s. 10.3 b), the Squamish Nation may increase the % required 
for approval. The Squamish Nation has raised the minimum percentage to 60% required for 
approval. 

 

 The Squamish Nation Council will determine the minimum voting age by resolution. (s.10.3 
a)).  
 

 Ratification by Canada requires that the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations (with the 
authorization of Cabinet) sign the Jurisdiction Agreement and that Cabinet pass an order-in- 
council adding the name of the Squamish Nation to the federal enabling legislation’s schedule 
of PFN. (ss.10.4, 10.5) 

 
Part 11 – General Provisions 

 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement is not a treaty or a land claims agreement within the meaning of 
sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and does not affect the Constitution of Canada. 
(s.11.2) (In other words, the Agreement is not a treaty.) 

 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement is to be construed as upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples 
recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, and not as (s.11.4): 

 
o creating, amending, defining the nature and scope of, or abrogating from (also known as getting 

rid of) or derogating (taking action outside of) those rights, 
o prejudicing, limiting or restricting the position that the parties may take at any time with 

respect to the aboriginal or treaty rights of the Squamish Nation or the exercise of those 
rights, or 

o restricting or limiting the Squamish Nation from entering into other agreements with 
Canada or other parties with respect to any matter. 



This summary was prepared for information purposes only 7  

 

 If the parties are engaged in discussions under a separate inherent right implementation process 
(e.g. treaty, comprehensive self-government or other reconciliation negotiations), they will discuss 
whether there is a need to transition from the exercise of jurisdiction over education under the 
Jurisdiction Agreement to the exercise of jurisdiction under an agreement negotiated through the 
other process. (s.11.7) 

 
o Such discussions would: (a) take place in the context of the other process, (b) consider 

whether the federal enabling legislation would continue to apply to the Squamish Nation, (c) 
consider whether the Jurisdiction Agreement needs to be amended, replaced or terminated, 
and (d) fiscal support for education and related governance responsibilities. (s.11.8) 

 

 If Squamish Nation initiates the implementation of the inherent right on its own initiative in a 
manner that would take it outside the Jurisdiction Agreement (e.g. if it ceases to be an Indian Act 
band), the parties will meet to discuss whether the Jurisdiction Agreement needs to be amended, 
replaced or terminated. (s.11.9) 
 

 Nothing in the Jurisdiction Agreement affects the ability of the Squamish Nation or its members to 
participate in federal programs established for Indians, Bands or aboriginal people, in accordance 
with criteria for those programs. (s.11.13) 

 

 Members of the Squamish Nation will be eligible to participate in educational programs established 
by Canada or BC, in accordance with criteria established for those programs, to the extent that the 
PFN has not assumed responsibility for those programs under a funding agreement. (s.11.14) 

 

 The Squamish Nation and Canada will indemnify one another against claims, liabilities and demands 
arising from their own acts or omissions and those of their officers, employees and agents in the 
exercise of their powers, duties and functions under the Jurisdiction Agreement. (ss.11.15,11.6) 

 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement may be amended by consent of the parties. The Squamish Nation’s 
consent to any amendment will require a resolution of the Squamish Nation Council. Canada’s 
consent may require an Order in Council. (ss.11.17-11.19) 

 

 This Part also contains provisions regarding: 
 

o access to information and protection of privacy, (s.11.20-11.23) 
o Canada’s international legal obligations, (s.11.24) 
o acknowledgement that the Jurisdiction Agreement is the entire agreement between the 

parties, (s.11.25) 

o requirement for any waiver to be in writing, (ss.11.26,11.27) 
o general interpretation rules, (ss.11.28,11.29) 
o calculation of time under the Jurisdiction Agreement, (s.11.30) 
o the parties’ commitment to do what is reasonably required to carry out obligations under the 

Jurisdiction Agreement, (s.11.31) 
o the parties’ commitment to remedy or amend a provision found by a court to be invalid, illegal 

or unenforceable, and acknowledgement that the remaining provisions will not be affected, 
(s.11.32) and 

o notices and communications. (s.11.33, s.11.34) 
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CANADA-FIRST NATION EDUCATION  

JURISDICTION AGREEMENT 

 
Made this _______ day of __________________, 20___ 
 
BETWEEN: 
 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF CANADA 
as represented by the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations 
 
(hereinafter referred to as "Canada") 
 
AND 
 
THE “X” FIRST NATION 
 
as represented by its Chief and Council  
 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Participating First Nation") 
 
 
Collectively referred to hereinafter as the “Parties" 
 
 
WHEREAS: 
 
A. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and 

institutions, as affirmed in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(“UN Declaration”), and as a fundamental aspect of their inherent right of self-government, 
which is recognized by Canada as an existing aboriginal right pursuant to section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982; 

 

B. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada has called on the federal government to 
develop with Aboriginal groups a joint strategy to eliminate educational and employment 
gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians;   

 
C. Canada and the Participating First Nation consider education to be a life-long learning 

process;  
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D. Canada and the Participating First Nation may choose to reflect their understanding of how 
the Participating First Nation will exercise self-government over early childhood and post-
secondary education through other agreements; 

 
E. Canada, the Province of British Columbia and the First Nations Education Steering Committee 

signed the Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement dated July 5, 2006, setting out their 
responsibilities in supporting the exercise of Jurisdiction over Education;  

 

F. The Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement was extended for five years under the 
“Agreement to Extend the Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement” dated for 
reference June 28, 2013 and for a further three years under the “Agreement to Extend the 
Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement” dated for reference July 3, 2018;  

 
G. Canada and the Participating First Nation respect and recognize the diversity among First 

Nations and support the advancement of First Nations control of First Nations education 
through the implementation of regional models, such as the exercise of Jurisdiction over 
Education as initiated by the Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement; 

 
H. Canada and the Participating First Nation recognize and support the implementation of 

regional First Nations education models and regional funding mechanisms to support those 
models, as represented in two tripartite regional agreements in British Columbia – the 
Tripartite Education Framework Agreement (2012 to 2018) and the British Columbia 
Tripartite Education Agreement (2018 to 2023); and 

 
I. The First Nations Education Authority is an entity constituted by the Federal Enabling 

Legislation managed by a board of directors and having all necessary powers and capacity to 
properly perform its functions under this Agreement. 

 
 
NOW THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
PART 1 – DEFINITIONS 
 
1.1 In this Agreement: 

 
“Agreement” means this Education Jurisdiction Agreement and, unless otherwise provided in the 
Agreement, includes its appendices, schedules and attachments; 
 
“Another First Nation” means a First Nation other than the Participating First Nation; 
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“Another First Nation’s Reserve” means a “reserve” within the meaning of the term under the 
Indian Act set apart for Another First Nation, and includes “First Nation land” administered under 
the First Nations Land Management Act; 
 
“Band List” means a “Band List” within the meaning of the term under the Indian Act; 
 
“BC Independent School” means any independent school regulated by the Independent School 
Act (BC); 
 
“BC Public School” means any public school in British Columbia providing kindergarten to grade 
12 education, but does not include a BC Independent School or a First Nation School; 
 
“BCTEA” means the “BC Tripartite Education Agreement: Supporting First Nation Student 
Success”, entered into by Canada, British Columbia and FNESC, effective July 1, 2018; 
 
“British Columbia-First Nation Education Agreement” means the agreement signed by British 
Columbia and the First Nations Education Steering Committee on July 5, 2006 or any successor 
agreement. 
 
“Business Day” means any day from Monday to Friday inclusive, except for any day that is a 
statutory holiday in the place of receipt of a notice or communication; 
 
“Community Education Authority” means a legally constituted entity established or identified by 
the Participating First Nation to operate its Education system; 
 
“Education” means education programs and services of a nature generally provided to Students 
enrolled in Kindergarten 4 through grade 12; 
 
“Education Co-Management Agreement” means the agreement entered into between the 
Participating First Nation and the First Nations Education Authority; 
 
“Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement” means a funding agreement entered into between 
the Participating First Nation and Canada in accordance with this Agreement; 
 
“Effective Date” means the date specified in the federal Order-in-Council upon which this 
Agreement comes into effect; 
 
“Eligible Student” means a student who is: 
 

a) enrolled in:  

i. a First Nation School, or 
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ii. a BC Public School, BC Independent School or a school operated by or on behalf of 
Another First Nation, including an online school, alternate education centre, adult 
education centre, or early childhood learning centre offering an Education program;  

b) either: 

i. aged 4 to 21 years on December 31 of the school year in which funding support is 
required and enrolled in Kindergarten 4 through grade 12; or 

ii. aged 18 and over on December 31 of the school year in which funding support is 
required and enrolled in an adult Education program that is funded under BCTEA or a 
successor to that agreement; and 

c) Ordinarily Resident on First Nation Land, 

but does not include a student who is Ordinarily Resident on lands developed primarily for 
commercial purposes such as residential developments and is not registered as an Indian;  

 
“Federal Enabling Legislation” means the First Nations Jurisdiction over Education in British 
Columbia Act; 
 
“First Nation” means a “band” within the meaning of the term under the Indian Act located in 
British Columbia; 
 
“First Nation Council” means the “council of the band”, within the meaning of the term under 
the Indian Act, of the Participating First Nation; 
 
“First Nations Education Authority” means the legally constituted entity established by Federal 
Enabling Legislation; 
 
“First Nation Education Law” means a law passed by the Participating First Nation with respect to 
the operation of its Education system in accordance with this Agreement; 
 
“First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol” means a protocol adopted by the Participating 
First Nation in accordance with this Agreement; 
 
“First Nation Land” means a “reserve” within the meaning of the term under the Indian Act set 
apart for the Participating First Nation, and includes “First Nation land” administered under the 
First Nations Land Management Act; 
 
“First Nation School” means a school operated by or on behalf of the Participating First Nation 
on First Nation Land, including an online school, alternate education centre, adult education 
centre, or early childhood learning centre offering an Education program; 
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“Fiscal Year” means the period that begins on April 1 in one year and ends on March 31 in the 
following year; 
 
 “Indian” means a person who, pursuant to the Indian Act, is registered as an Indian or is entitled 
to be registered as an Indian; 
 
“Jurisdiction” means the Participating First Nation’s law-making authority, as described in this 
Agreement; 
 
“Member” means an individual whose name appears on a Band List or who is entitled to have his 
or her name appear on a Band List; 
 
“Non-Member” means an individual who is not a Member; 
 

"Ordinarily Resident" means in relation to land: 

a) usually living at a civic address on that land; 

b) in the case of a child in joint custody, living on that land for the majority of the time; or 

c) staying on that land with no usual home elsewhere, 

and is not impacted by temporary absences such as attending school or working at a summer job 
elsewhere;  
 
“Other Inherent Right Implementation Process” means another process by which a Participating 
First Nation may negotiate the implementation of all or some of the elements of the inherent 
right of self-government including the implementation of historic treaties or the negotiation of 
modern treaties, agreements or other constructive arrangements; 
 
“Other Participating First Nation” means a First Nation other than the Participating First Nation 
that is named in the schedule to the Federal Enabling Legislation; 
 
“Party” means a signatory to this Agreement; 
 
“Schedule” means a schedule attached to this Agreement; 
 
“School Certification Process” means the process and requirements set out and used by the First 
Nations Education Authority to certify First Nation Schools and schools operated by or on behalf 
of Other Participating First Nations; 
 
“Student” means an individual attending a First Nation School; and  
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“Teacher Certification Process” means the process and requirements set out and used by the 
First Nations Education Authority to certify that a teacher has met the standards and 
competencies established by the First Nations Education Authority. 
 
PART 2 - EXERCISE OF JURISDICTION 
 
Scope of Education Jurisdiction 
 
2.1 The Parties recognize the Participating First Nation’s Jurisdiction over Education on First 

Nation Land. 
 

2.2 For greater certainty, the Parties agree that the Participating First Nation’s Jurisdiction 
over Education will extend to all Members, and Non-Members who choose to receive, or 
have their children receive, Education provided by the Participating First Nation on First 
Nation Land. 

 
Access to Education Programs and Services 
 
2.3 The Participating First Nation will: 

 
a) provide Education to:  

i. Eligible Students who are enrolled in a First Nation School; and 

ii. Students residing on Another First Nation’s Reserve who attend a First Nation 
School, subject to receiving funding from or on behalf of that First Nation; and 

b) purchase Education for Eligible Students who are enrolled in a BC Public School, a BC 
Independent School or a school operated by or on behalf of Another First Nation, 
including an online school, alternate education centre, adult education centre, or 
early childhood learning centre offering an Education program. 

 
2.4 Subject to receiving funding in accordance with the reciprocal tuition funding 

arrangements with British Columbia, the Participating First Nation will provide Education 
to Students who are:  

 
a) not Ordinarily Resident on First Nation Land or Another First Nation’s Reserve; or  

 
b) Ordinarily Resident on First Nation Land or Another First Nation’s Reserve on lands 

developed primarily for commercial purposes such as residential developments and 
not registered as Indians. 
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Non-Member Representation 

 
2.5 Non-Members who receive Education, or have their children receive Education, provided 

by the Participating First Nation on First Nation Land will be provided with mechanisms 
through which they may have input into any decision with respect to a program or service 
where that decision directly and significantly affects the rights of Students who are Non-
Members or their parents. 
 

Supporting Transfer 
 

2.6 The Participating First Nation will provide or make provision for Education that supports 
the successful transfer of Students to or from another school within the school system of 
the Province of British Columbia. 
 

Legal Status and Capacity of Participating First Nation 
 

2.7 For any purpose related to this Agreement, the Participating First Nation has the capacity, 
rights, powers, and privileges of a natural person and, without restricting the generality of 
the foregoing, may: 
 
a) enter into contracts or agreements; 

 
b) acquire, hold or dispose of any property or an interest in property; 

 
c) sue or be sued; 
 
d) raise, spend, invest or borrow money, and secure or guarantee the repayment of 

money borrowed; 
 
e) apply to form corporations or other legal entities in accordance with federal or 

provincial laws; and 
 
f) do such other things as are ancillary to the exercise of its rights, powers, and 

privileges under this Agreement. 
 
2.8 The capacity, rights, powers and privileges of the Participating First Nation to deal with 

matters in relation to Education referred to in paragraph 2.7 will be exercised by the First 
Nation Council in accordance with: 
 
a) the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; 
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b) this Agreement, and 
 
c) its First Nation Education Laws. 

 
2.9 The Participating First Nation will act through the First Nation Council in exercising its 

capacity, rights, powers, and privileges and in carrying out its duties, functions and 
obligations related to the subject matter of Education. 
 

2.10 The First Nation Council has the authority to make laws as set out in this Agreement. 
 

First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol 
 

2.11 The Jurisdiction contemplated by this Agreement will be exercised by the First Nation 
Council following adoption of a First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol, which will 
provide for the following matters: 

 
a) procedures for the passage and amendment of First Nation Education Laws; 

 
b) procedures for challenging the validity of First Nation Education Laws; 
 
c) procedures for amending the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; 

 
d) conflict of interest rules; and 

 
e) other matters, as determined by the Participating First Nation. 

 
2.12 The First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol, as approved in accordance with the 

Ratification Chapter, comes into force on the Effective Date. 
 

Education Law-Making Powers 
 

2.13 The Participating First Nation may, through its First Nation Council, and in accordance 
with the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol, make and administer laws 
respecting Education provided by the Participating First Nation on First Nation Land. 
 

2.14 A First Nation Education Law must include mechanisms through which Non-Members, 
who receive Education or have their children receive Education provided by the 
Participating First Nation, will have input into the decisions contemplated in paragraph 
2.5. 
 

2.15 The Jurisdiction described in paragraph 2.13 includes the power to make laws and to do 
other things as may be necessarily incidental to the exercise of that Jurisdiction. 
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Delegation 

 
2.16 The Participating First Nation may delegate its Jurisdiction, or part thereof, to the First 

Nations Education Authority in a manner consistent with this Agreement and its First 
Nation Law-Making Protocol. 
 

2.17 The Participating First Nation may delegate its duties and functions under this Agreement, 
other than its law-making powers, to a legal entity operating in British Columbia if the 
delegation and the exercise of the delegated duties and functions is in accordance with 
this Agreement and the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol. 
 

2.18 Any delegation under paragraph 2.16 or 2.17 will require the written consent of the 
delegate. 
 

2.19 The Participating First Nation may enter into agreements to receive authorities with 
respect to Education, including law-making authority, by delegation. 
 

PART 3 - COMMUNITY EDUCATION AUTHORITY 
 

3.1 Without limiting the generality of paragraph 2.13, the Participating First Nation may make 
laws establishing a Community Education Authority to operate, administer and manage 
the Education system for the Participating First Nation and setting out the powers, duties, 
composition and membership of the Community Education Authority. 
 

3.2 Nothing in paragraph 3.1 or 3.6 precludes the Participating First Nation from establishing 
a Community Education Authority jointly with one or more Other Participating First 
Nations. 
 

3.3 Subject to paragraph 2.17, nothing in this Agreement precludes a Community Education 
Authority from exercising powers and duties delegated to it from an Other Participating 
First Nation. 
 

3.4 Where the Participating First Nation establishes a Community Education Authority under 
paragraph 3.1, the Community Education Authority will have the capacity, rights, powers, 
and privileges of a natural person conferred on it by the First Nation Education Law and 
will perform the duties and be subject to the liabilities imposed on it by the First Nation 
Education Law. 
 

3.5 A Community Education Authority established under paragraph 3.1 exercises its duties 
and functions as an agent of the Participating First Nation. 
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3.6 As an alternative to establishing a Community Education Authority under paragraphs 3.1 
to 3.5, the Participating First Nation may identify an existing or newly-established legal 
entity established under federal or provincial law as its Community Education Authority 
for the purposes of this Agreement. The Participating First Nation may confer additional 
rights, powers and privileges and impose restrictions on the legal entity that are not 
inconsistent with the federal or provincial law under which the legal entity was 
established. 
 

PART 4 – FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION AUTHORITY 
 
4.1 On the Effective Date, the Participating First Nation will appoint two directors to sit on the 

board of directors of the First Nations Education Authority for an initial term of up to two 
years, and thereafter for terms of appointment to be established by the board of 
directors. 
 

4.2 One of the directors appointed by the Participating First Nation to the board of directors 
under paragraph 4.1 will be a member of the Participating First Nation. 
 

4.3 Subject to paragraph 4.5, the responsibilities of the First Nations Education Authority are 
to: 

 
a) assist the Participating First Nation in developing the capacity to provide Education; 

 
b) establish standards applicable to Education provided by the Participating First Nation 

for curriculum and examinations for courses necessary to meet graduation 
requirements; 
 

c) provide a Teacher Certification Process for teachers, other than teachers teaching 
only the language and culture of the Participating First Nation, who teach in a First 
Nation School; 
 

d) if requested by the Participating First Nation, provide a Teacher Certification Process 
for teachers who teach only the language and culture of the Participating First Nation 
in a First Nation School; 

 
e) provide for certification of First Nation Schools;  
 
f) consult with British Columbia regarding standards applicable to Education provided 

by the Participating First Nation for curriculum and examination for courses necessary 
to meet graduation requirements; and 
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g) other matters as agreed by the First Nations Education Authority and the 
Participating First Nation. 

 
4.4 The power of the Participating First Nation under paragraph 2.13 to make laws in relation 

to: 
 
a) standards for curriculum and examinations for courses necessary to meet graduation 

requirements in respect of Education provided by the Participating First Nation on 
First Nation Land; 
 

b) certification of teachers, other than teachers teaching only the language and culture 
of the Participating First Nation, who teach in a First Nation School; and 
 

c) certification of First Nation Schools;  
 
can only be exercised following the signing of an Education Co-management Agreement 
and in a manner consistent with that Agreement. 

 
4.5 The Education Co-management Agreement entered into between the First Nations 

Education Authority and the Participating First Nation will provide for: 
 

a) the establishment of standards for curriculum and examinations by the First Nations 
Education Authority applicable to the courses necessary to meet graduation 
requirements in respect of Education provided by the Participating First Nation on 
First Nation Land; 
 

b) the certification of teachers, other than teachers who teach only the language and 
culture of the Participating First Nation, teaching in a First Nation School by the First 
Nations Education Authority;  

 
c) the certification of First Nation Schools by the First Nations Education Authority; 
 
d) the incorporation by reference in the First Nation Education Law of the process, 

standards and requirements regarding the subject matters referred to in 
subparagraphs (a) through (c) that have been developed by the First Nations 
Education Authority; and 

 
e) other matters as agreed by the First Nations Education Authority and the Participating 

First Nation. 
 

4.6 For greater certainty, the references in paragraphs 4.3, 4.4 and 4.5 to “standards” for 
curriculum and examinations for courses necessary to meet graduation requirements are 
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intended to be interpreted as referring to both “graduation requirements” and the 
“process for evaluating locally developed First Nation courses that are required for 
graduation.”  

 
PART 5 – REGISTRY, ENFORCEMENT AND ADJUDICATION 
 
Registry of First Nation Education Laws 

 
5.1 The First Nation Council will: 

 
a) maintain a public registry of First Nation Education Laws in the English language and, 

at the discretion of First Nation Council, in the First Nation language, the English 
version of which will be definitive; and 
 

b) provide Canada and British Columbia with copies of First Nation Education Laws as 
soon as practicable after they are enacted. 

 
Appeal and Review of Administrative Decisions 

 
5.2 The Participating First Nation will establish processes for appeal or review of 

administrative decisions made by the First Nation Council or the Community Education 
Authority and if those processes provide for a right of appeal to a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the Supreme Court of British Columbia will have jurisdiction to hear those 
appeals. 
 

5.3 In addition to any right of appeal or review referred to in paragraph 5.2, the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia will have jurisdiction to hear applications for judicial review in 
relation to any exercise, refusal to exercise or purported exercise of a statutory power of 
decision by the First Nation Council, the Community Education Authority, or the First 
Nations Education Authority where they are exercising a statutory power of decision on 
behalf of the Participating First Nation. 

 
5.4 The Judicial Review Procedure Act (BC) applies to an application for judicial review under 

paragraph 5.3 and, for the purpose of applying that Act, an "enactment" will mean a “First 
Nation Education Law." 
 

Other Matters 
 
5.5 The First Nation Council may adopt federal or provincial laws in respect of matters within 

the Jurisdiction of the Participating First Nation set out in this Agreement. 
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Enforcement of First Nation Education Laws 
 

5.6 First Nation Education Laws made in accordance with paragraph 2.13 may provide for the 
appointment of enforcement officials to enforce First Nation Education Laws and 
establish powers of enforcement comparable to those provided by federal or provincial 
laws for officers enforcing similar laws. 
 

5.7 First Nation Jurisdiction does not include: 
 

a) the authority to establish a police force; or  
 

b) the power to authorize the carriage or use of firearms by enforcement officials. 
 

5.8 If the First Nation Council appoints officials to enforce its First Nation Education Laws, 
that First Nation Council will: 
 
a) ensure that any enforcement officials are appropriately trained to carry out their 

duties having regard to training requirements for other enforcement officers carrying 
out similar duties in British Columbia; and 

 
b) establish procedures for responding to complaints against enforcement officials. 

 
5.9 Notwithstanding the general rule of priority set out in paragraph 6.2, federal or provincial 

law prevails to the extent of a conflict with a First Nation Education Law with respect to 
matters set out in paragraph 5.6. 
 

Adjudication of First Nation Education Laws 
 

5.10 The Provincial Court of British Columbia has jurisdiction with respect to violations of First 
Nation Education Laws. 
 

5.11 The summary conviction procedures of part xxvii of the Criminal Code apply to 
prosecutions of offences under First Nation Education Laws. 
 

5.12 The Supreme Court of British Columbia has jurisdiction to hear legal disputes arising 
between individuals under a First Nation Education Law. 
 

5.13 For the purpose of prosecuting offences, the Participating First Nation may: 
 

a) retain its own prosecutor; 
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b) enter into an agreement with Canada to arrange for a federal agent to prosecute 
these offences; or 

 
c) enter into an agreement with Canada and the Province of British Columbia to arrange 

for a provincial prosecutor. 
 

PART 6 – APPLICATION OF LAW 
 
Relationship of Laws 

 
6.1 Federal laws will continue to apply concurrently with First Nation Education Laws made 

pursuant to this Agreement. 
 

6.2 In the event of a conflict between a First Nation Education Law under paragraph 2.13 and 
a federal or provincial Law, the First Nation Education Law prevails on First Nation Land to 
the extent of a conflict. 

 
6.3 Notwithstanding the general rule of priority described in paragraph 6.2, federal law will 

prevail over a First Nation Education Law that has a double aspect, or an incidental 
impact, on any area of federal legislative jurisdiction for which the Participating First 
Nation does not have law-making authority under this Agreement. 
 

6.4 Notwithstanding the general rule of priority set out in paragraph 6.2, in the event of a 
conflict between a federal law in relation to peace, order and good government and other 
matters of overriding national importance and a First Nation Education Law, the federal 
law will prevail to the extent of the conflict. 
 

6.5 For greater certainty, the power described in paragraph 2.13 does not include the power 
to make laws in relation to criminal law, labour relations and working conditions that 
would fall under federal jurisdiction, or the protection of health and safety of Canadians. 
 

6.6 First Nation Education Laws do not apply to Canada. 
 

6.7 Any First Nation Education Law that is inconsistent with this Agreement will be of no force 
or effect to the extent of the inconsistency. 
 

6.8 This Agreement prevails to the extent of an inconsistency with the First Nation Education 
Law-Making Protocol. 
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Application of Federal Laws 
 

6.9 The Federal Enabling Legislation provides that in the event of a conflict between:  
 
a) this Agreement and any Act of Parliament, including the Federal Enabling Legislation, 

this Agreement prevails to the extent of the conflict; and 
 

b) the Federal Enabling Legislation and any other Act of Parliament, the Federal Enabling 
Legislation prevails to the extent of the conflict.  

 
6.10 The Federal Enabling Legislation prevails over other federal laws to the extent of any 

conflict. 
 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 

6.11 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms applies to the Participating First Nation and 
any body exercising its Jurisdiction and authority over Education pursuant to this 
Agreement. 
 

Application of Canadian Human Rights Act 
 

6.12 Nothing in this Agreement limits the operation of the Canadian Human Rights Act. 
 

Application of the Indian Act 
 

6.13 Sections 114 to 122 of the Indian Act will no longer apply to the Participating First Nation 
after it has passed a First Nation Education Law. 
 

PART 7 – FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
7.1 The Parties agree to work together to advance the following goals: 

 
a) closing social well-being gaps in Education, including achieving and maintaining equity 

in education outcomes between Members and other British Columbians; 

b) teaching the culture, language and heritage of the Participating First Nation to present 
and future generations of Members; and 

c) Members having access to Education that provides them with at least the same level 
of services and programs that are generally available to other students in British 
Columbia, recognizing the need for culturally relevant services and programs, and 
additional supports designed to support successful educational outcomes. 



CANADA-FIRST NATION EDUCATION JURISDICTION AGREEMENT 
Schedule “B” to Education Jurisdiction Framework Agreement 
Approved by NFNs on April 1, 2022 

 
 
     

Page 16 of 29 
 

7.2 The Parties will enter into an Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement, and Canada will 
continue to meet its obligations through an Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or 
other agreement between the Parties. 

 
7.3 Canada’s financial support under an agreement referred to in paragraph 7.2 is provided 

to enable the Participating First Nation to:  
 

a) exercise the rights and discharge the responsibilities set out in this Agreement; and  

b) support the advancement of the goals set out in paragraph 7.1. 

7.4 The financial support to be provided by Canada to the Participating First Nation, under an 
Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or other funding agreement referred to in 
paragraph 7.2, shall be determined without taking into consideration the fiscal capacity of 
the Participating First Nation. For greater certainty, Canada’s policy approach to the 
consideration of own-source revenue in determining funding will not be applied to the 
calculation of the financial support to be provided by Canada to the Participating First 
Nation under such agreement. 

 
7.5 The recognition of the Participating First Nation’s Jurisdiction under this Agreement or 

the exercise of the Participating First Nation’s Jurisdiction does not create or imply any 
financial obligation or service delivery obligation on the part of either Party, except to the 
extent that the Parties have agreed to such obligations under this Agreement or under an 
Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or other agreement entered into by the Parties 
in fulfilment of paragraph 7.2 of this Agreement.  
 

7.6 Any funding required for the purposes of meeting Canada’s financial obligation under an 
Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or other agreement is subject to the 
appropriation of funds by the Parliament of Canada. 
 

7.7 The obligation of the Participating First Nation to provide Education under paragraph 2.3 
of this Agreement or under an Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or other 
agreement referred to in paragraph 7.2 is contingent on the Participating First Nation 
receiving agreed funding amounts from Canada under such agreement. 
 

7.8 The Parties agree that the amount of Education funding to be provided by Canada to the 
Participating First Nation for Eligible Students, under any Education Jurisdiction Funding 
Agreement or other agreement under paragraph 7.2, will not be less than the Education 
funding provided to First Nations in British Columbia that are not Participating First 
Nations through the mechanisms that are used to fund those other First Nations. 
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7.9 If an Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement is terminated and the Parties are unable 
to reach an agreement on a replacement arrangement for Education funding, the Parties 
agree that: 
 
a)  Canada will provide the Participating First Nation with Education funding consistent 

with the terms and conditions for providing Education funding for Eligible Students 
under that agreement prior to termination through an agreement or such other 
arrangement as may be made available at the time; and 

b) notwithstanding subparagraph (a), the amount of funding to be provided by Canada 
following termination of that agreement will not be less than the Education funding 
provided to First Nations in British Columbia that are not Participating First Nations 
through the mechanisms that are used to fund those other First Nations. 

PART 8 – IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Implementation Plan 

 
8.1 The implementation plan for this Agreement will take effect on the Effective Date and has 

a term of 10 years. 
 

8.2 The implementation plan for this Agreement will: 
 

a) identify the obligations in this Agreement, the activities to be undertaken to fulfill 
these obligations, the responsible party or parties, and the timeframe for completion 
of these activities; 
 

b) specify how the implementation plan may be amended; 
 

c) specify how the implementation plan may be renewed or extended; and 
 

d) address other matters agreed to by the Parties. 
 
8.3 The implementation plan for this Agreement: 

 
a) will be appended to this Agreement as Schedule A, but will not form part of this 

Agreement; 
 

b) is not to be used to interpret this Agreement; 
 

c) does not create legal obligations; and 
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d) does not alter any rights or obligations set out in this Agreement. 
  
Senior Officials 
 
8.4 On the Effective Date, the Parties will each designate a senior official to monitor the 

implementation of this Agreement. 
 

8.5 The senior officials designated under paragraph 8.4 will: 
 

a) discuss the implementation of this Agreement; 
 

b) carry out a review of the implementation plan of this Agreement; and  
 

c) prior to the expiry of the implementation plan, advise the Parties on the further 
implementation of this Agreement, including a recommendation as to whether the 
implementation plan should be amended, renewed or extended. 

 
Implementation Working Committee 

 
8.6 If a regional or province-wide implementation working committee is established, the 

Participating First Nation may designate an individual to participate and represent them 
in that forum. 

 
PART 9 – DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
Informal Discussion 

 
9.1 In the event of a dispute between the Parties arising out of or relating to this Agreement, 

the Parties agree to meet, negotiate in good faith and attempt to resolve the dispute 
amicably. 
 

Invoking the Dispute Resolution Procedure 
 

9.2 If a dispute arises under this Agreement which cannot be resolved by the Parties within 
thirty (30) Business Days, either Party may invoke this dispute resolution procedure by 
giving written notice to the other Party. 

 
9.3 Within ten Business Days of receiving notice, the senior officials for both Parties will enter 

into direct, good faith negotiations concerning the dispute. 
 

9.4 If within 30 Business Days after the first meeting between the senior officials, the Parties 
have failed to resolve the dispute and have not agreed to extend the time for senior 
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officials to resolve the dispute, then the Parties agree to use a mediator, in accordance 
with paragraph 9.5, to assist in resolving the dispute. 
 

Mediation 
 

9.5 Where a mediator is required to assist in resolving the dispute, the following rules will 
apply: 

 
a) the Parties will jointly select a single mediator.  If the Parties are unable to agree upon 

the choice of a mediator, then a mediator will be chosen, upon application by the 
Parties, by the ADR Institute of British Columbia; 
 

b) the Parties agree to participate in good faith in the mediation process and to meet 
with the mediator as soon as possible; and 
 

c) each Party will bear the costs of its own participation and representation in the 
mediation and will pay equally all other costs of mediating the dispute, including the 
remuneration of the mediator. 

 
Arbitration 
 
9.6 If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within 60 Business Days of the first 

meeting with the mediator or within such time as the Parties may agree in writing, the 
Parties may agree in writing to submit the dispute to arbitration, in accordance with 
paragraph 9.7. 
 

9.7 Where the Parties agree to submit the dispute to arbitration, the following rules will 
apply: 
 
a) the dispute will be resolved by a single arbitrator if the Parties agree on one and, 

otherwise, by three arbitrators, one to be appointed by each Party and a third to be 
chosen by the two arbitrators appointed by the Parties;  
 

b) the Parties may agree on the procedure to be followed in the arbitration.  If they 
cannot agree on this procedure within 15 Business Days of the appointment of an 
arbitrator or arbitrators, the procedure will be determined by the arbitrator or 
arbitrators;  
 

c) the arbitrator or arbitrators will issue a written decision within 30 Business Days of 
the completion of the arbitration process and will provide copies of the written 
decision to each Party; and  
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d) unless otherwise agreed or otherwise ordered in the arbitration decision, each Party 
will bear the costs of its own participation and representation in the arbitration and 
will pay equally all other costs of the arbitration, including remuneration of the 
arbitrator or arbitrators. 

 
Judicial Proceedings 
 
9.8 The Parties agree not to commence litigation in respect of a dispute under this 

Agreement until the completion of the mediation process in accordance with paragraph 
9.5. 
 

9.9 In the event that the Parties have agreed to arbitration, no Party may commence 
litigation in respect of a dispute under this Agreement until receipt of the arbitration 
decision. 
 

9.10 Where litigation in respect of a dispute under this Agreement is to be commenced by a 
Party, the Party will give 20 Business Days written notice to the other Party of their intent 
to commence litigation, unless to do so would result in the loss of a right to commence 
litigation due to the expiration of a limitation period. 
 

PART 10 – RATIFICATION 
 
Participating First Nation 

 
10.1 Prior to the ratification vote being conducted in accordance with paragraph 10.2, the 

Participating First Nation will take reasonable steps to inform its Members of: 
 

a) their right to participate in the approval process and the manner in which that right 
can be exercised;  
 

b) the content of the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; and 
 

c) the content of this Agreement. 
 
10.2 Ratification of this Agreement and the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol by the 

Participating First Nation requires: 
 

a) the conduct of a vote, by way of secret ballot, on a day or days to be determined by 
resolution of the First Nation Council, indicating that at least 50% percent plus one of 
Members who cast a ballot have voted in favour of entering into this Agreement, and 
have voted to adopt the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; and 
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b) that this Agreement and the First Nation Law-Making Protocol be signed by an 
authorized representative of the Participating First Nation. 

 
10.3 The Participating First Nation, by resolution of the First Nation Council: 

 
a) will determine the minimum age of Members who are entitled to vote under 

paragraph 10.2 (a); and 
 

b) may increase the minimum percentage required for approval otherwise required 
under paragraph 10.2 (a). 

 
Canada 

 
10.4 Ratification of this Agreement by Canada requires that: 

 
a) this Agreement be signed by a Minister, authorized by the Federal Cabinet; and 

 
b) the Federal Cabinet pass an Order in Council adding the Participating First Nation to a 

Schedule of the Federal Enabling Legislation. 
 
10.5 Canada will undertake the process set out in paragraph 10.4 following the ratification by 

the Participating First Nation in accordance with paragraph 10.2. 
 
PART 11 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Nature of Agreement 

 
11.1 This Agreement is an “individual agreement” within the meaning of the Federal Enabling 

Legislation, which provides that: 
 
a) this Agreement will, upon coming into effect, have the force of law, be binding and 

relied on by all persons, have priority over other federal laws in the event of a conflict; 
and 
 

b) persons and bodies will have the powers, rights, privileges and benefits conferred on 
them by this Agreement and are subject to any obligations and liabilities imposed on 
them. 

 
11.2 This Agreement is not a treaty or a land claims agreement within the meaning of 

sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.   
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11.3 The purposes of this Agreement are to: 
 

a) set out how the Participating First Nation will exercise Jurisdiction over Education and 
the Parties’ respective roles and responsibilities; and 
 

b) implement elements of the inherent right of self-government recognized and affirmed 
by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 relating to Jurisdiction over Education. 

 
11.4 This Agreement is to be construed as upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples 

recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, and not as: 
 
a) creating, amending, defining the nature and scope of, or abrogating or derogating 

from those rights; 
 

b) prejudicing, limiting or restricting the position that the Participating First Nation or 
Canada may take at any time with respect to the aboriginal or treaty rights of the 
Participating First Nation or the exercise of those rights; or 

 
c) restricting or limiting the Participating First Nation from entering into other 

agreements with Canada or other parties with respect to any matter, including those 
matters covered under this Agreement. 

 
11.5 Nothing in this Agreement will be construed so as to affect in any manner the 

Constitution of Canada. 
 
Other Inherent Right Implementation Processes 

 
11.6 The Parties acknowledge that: 

 
a) the Participating First Nation may choose to pursue the implementation of the 

inherent right of self-government including Education through an Other Inherent 
Right Implementation Process or on its own initiative; and 
 

b) the Participating First Nation may adopt a governance structure that would bring it 
outside the scope of the Federal Enabling Legislation and this Agreement. 

 
11.7 If the Parties have initiated discussions under an Other Inherent Right Implementation 

Process, they will meet and discuss whether there is a need to transition from the 
exercise of Jurisdiction over Education under this Agreement to the exercise of 
Jurisdiction over Education under the Other Inherent Right Implementation Process, 
recognizing that it is in the interest of both Parties that any transition be smooth. 
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11.8 The discussions described in paragraph 11.7 will:    
 
a) take place under the Other Inherent Right Implementation Process or such other 

process as may be agreed to by the Parties;  
 

b) consider whether the Federal Enabling Legislation will continue to apply to the 
Participating First Nation or its successor;  

 
c) consider whether this Agreement needs to be amended, replaced or terminated;  

 
d) address fiscal support for: 

 
i. Education taking into account the commitments to provide Education funding for 

Eligible Students set out in the Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement; and 

ii. the exercise of governance responsibilities in aggregate related to Education and 
additional self-government authorities contemplated under the Other Inherent 
Right Implementation Process taking into account the Participating First Nation’s 
expenditure needs; and  

 
e) address such other matters as may be agreed to by the Parties. 

 
11.9 If the Participating First Nation initiates the implementation of the inherent right of self-

government on its own initiative in a manner that could affect the application of this 
Agreement or result in an arrangement that would be inconsistent with the Federal 
Enabling Legislation,  the Parties will meet to discuss whether this Agreement will need to 
be  amended, replaced or terminated depending on the circumstances.   

 
Education Jurisdiction Agreement is Binding 

 
11.10 This Agreement is binding on the Parties from the Effective Date. 

 
11.11 This Agreement is binding on, and can be relied on by, all persons from the Effective Date. 

 
Access to Other Programs 

 
11.12 Members of the Participating First Nation who are Canadian citizens or permanent 

residents of Canada continue to be entitled to all the rights and benefits of other 
Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada, applicable to them from time to 
time. 
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11.13 Subject to paragraph 11.12, nothing in this Agreement will affect the ability of the 
Participating First Nation, or its Members, to participate in, or benefit from, programs 
established by Canada for Indians, Bands or aboriginal people, in accordance with criteria 
established for those programs from time to time. 
 

11.14 Members of the Participating First Nation will be eligible to participate in educational 
programs or services established by Canada or British Columbia and to receive services 
from Canada or British Columbia, in accordance with criteria established for those 
programs and services from time to time, to the extent that the Participating First Nation 
has not assumed responsibility for those educational programs and services under an 
Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement or other funding agreement. 
 

Liability 
 

11.15 The Participating First Nation will from time to time and at all times be indemnified and 
saved harmless from and against claims, liabilities and demands arising directly or 
indirectly from the acts or omissions of Canada, its officers, employees and agents in the 
exercise of their powers, duties and functions with respect to this Agreement. 
 

11.16 Canada will from time to time and at all times be indemnified and saved harmless from 
and against claims, liabilities and demands arising directly or indirectly from the acts or 
omissions of the Participating First Nation, the Community Education Authority, and their 
officers, employees and agents in the exercise of their powers, duties and functions with 
respect to this Agreement. 
 

Amendments 
 

11.17 This Agreement may be amended where consent in writing of each Party is obtained.  
Canada’s consent to any amendment may require an Order in Council.  The Participating 
First Nation’s consent to any amendment will require a resolution of the First Nation 
Council. 
 

11.18 An amendment to this Agreement takes effect on a date agreed to by the Parties to the 
amendment, but if no date is agreed to, on the date that the last Party gives its consent. 
 

11.19 If federal legislation is required to give effect to an amendment to this Agreement, 
Canada will take all reasonable steps to enact the legislation. 
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Access to Information and Protection of Privacy 
 

11.20 The Participating First Nation may enter into agreements with Canada in respect of any 
one or more of the following issues: collection, protection, retention, use, disclosure, and 
confidentiality of personal, general or other information necessary for the Participating 
First Nation to exercise its Jurisdiction under this Agreement consistent with applicable 
federal laws, including federal access to information and privacy legislation. 
 

11.21 For the purposes of federal access to information and privacy legislation, information that 
the Participating First Nation provides to Canada in confidence is deemed to be 
information received or obtained in confidence from another government. 
 

11.22 Canada may provide information necessary for the exercise of the Jurisdiction under this 
Agreement to the Participating First Nation in confidence if the Participating First Nation 
has entered into an agreement with Canada under which the confidentiality of the 
information will be protected. 
 

11.23 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement: 
 
a) Canada is not required to disclose any information that it is required to withhold 

under any federal law, including sections 37 to 39 of the Canada Evidence Act;  
 

b) if federal legislation allows the disclosure of certain information only if specified 
conditions for disclosure are satisfied, Canada is not required to disclose that 
information unless those conditions are satisfied; and 
 

c) the Parties are not required to disclose any information that may be withheld under 
privilege at law. 

 
International Legal Obligations 
 
11.24 The Participating First Nation agrees to exercise the powers set out in this Agreement in a 

manner consistent with the international obligations binding on Canada under 
international law, including those obligations that are in force before, on or after the 
Effective Date. 
 

Entire Agreement 
 

11.25 This Agreement is the entire agreement among the Parties in respect of the subject 
matter of this Agreement and, except as set out in this Agreement, there is no 
representation, warranty, collateral agreement, condition, right, or obligation affecting 
this Agreement. 
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No Implied Waiver 

 
11.26 A provision of this Agreement, or the performance by a Party of an obligation under this 

Agreement, may not be waived unless the waiver is in writing and signed by the Party or 
Parties giving the waiver. 
 

11.27 No written waiver of a provision of this Agreement, of performance by a Party of an 
obligation under this Agreement, or of default by a Party of an obligation under this 
Agreement, will be a waiver of any other provision, obligation, or subsequent default. 
 

Interpretation 
 

11.28 In this Agreement: 
 

a) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, “including” means “including, but not 
limited to”, and “includes” means “includes, but is not limited to”; 

 
b) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, a reference to a "Part" or “paragraph” 

means a Part or paragraph of this Agreement; 
 

c) headings and sub-headings are for convenience only, do not form a part of this 
Agreement and in no way define, limit, alter or enlarge the scope or meaning of any 
provision of this Agreement; 

 
d) unless otherwise provided, a reference to a statute includes every amendment to it, 

every regulation made under it and amendment made to such regulation, and any 
successor legislation; and 
 

e) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, the use of the singular includes the plural 
and the use of the plural includes the singular. 

 
11.29 For greater certainty, references in this Agreement to “Education provided by the 

Participating First Nation” includes Education provided by a Community Education 
Authority on behalf of the Participating First Nation. 

 
Computation of Time 
 
11.30 Sections 26 to 28 of the Interpretation Act (Canada) apply to the computation of time for 

the purposes of this Agreement. 
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Execution of Document 
 

11.31 Each Party will, at the request of and at no cost to the other Party, execute and deliver to 
the requesting Party any instrument or document or will do anything that may reasonably 
be required to carry out its obligations under this Agreement, or to complete any 
transaction contemplated by this Agreement. 
 

Severability 
 

11.32 Unless otherwise determined by a court of competent jurisdiction, if any provision 
contained in this Agreement is rendered invalid, illegal or unenforceable by a court of 
competent jurisdiction in any respect: 
 
a) the Parties will make best efforts to remedy or amend the provision; and 

 
b) the validity, legality or enforceability of the remaining provisions will not in any way 

be considered by the Parties to be affected or impaired. 
 
Notices and Communications 
 
11.33 Where in this Agreement any notice or other communication is required to be given or 

made by either Party, it will be in writing and will be effective if delivered by hand, 
transmitted by email or facsimile transmission or sent by registered mail to the addresses 
set out below.  The address of either Party may be changed by notice in the manner set 
out in this paragraph. 
 
CANADA: 
 
Minister  
Crown-Indigenous Relations 
10 Wellington Street 
OTTAWA ONTARIO K1A 0H4 
 
Fax:  (819) 953-4941 
Email: aadnc.infopubs.aandc@canada.ca 
 
PARTICIPATING FIRST NATION: 
 
[to be inserted] 
 
Fax: (xxx) xxx-xxxx 
Email: ___________ 
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11.34 A notice or communication will be considered to have been received if: 

 
a) delivered personally or by courier during business hours on a Business Day, upon 

receipt by a responsible representative of the receiver, and if not delivered during 
business hours, upon the commencement of business on the next Business Day; 

 
b)  sent by facsimile transmission during business hours on a Business Bay, upon the 

sender receiving confirmation of the transmission, and if not transmitted during 
business hours, upon the commencement of business on the next Business Day; 

 
c)  sent by email during business hours on a Business Day, upon the sender receiving 

confirmation of receipt from the recipient, and if not transmitted during business 
hours, upon the commencement of business on the next Business Day; or 
 

d)  mailed by registered post in Canada, five Business Days after posting, except that, in 
the case of a disruption or an impending or threatened disruption in postal services, 
every notice or communication will be delivered by hand or sent by email or facsimile 
transmission. 
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THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN EXECUTED as of the day and year first above written. 
 
EXECUTED in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
As to the authorized signatory for the 
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations  
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF 
CANADA as represented by the Minister of 
Crown-Indigenous Relations or duly 
authorized signatory 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Per: duly authorized signatory 

EXECUTED in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 
As to the signature of 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Participating First Nation as represented by 
its Chief and Council or duly authorized 
signatory 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Per: duly authorized signatory 

 



This summary was prepared for information purposes only 
 

SUMMARY 

SQUAMISH NATION EDUCATION LAW-MAKING PROTOCOL  
 

Preamble: 
 

• Provides the historical, political, and legal context of the Law-Making Protocol. 
 

• Sets out that the Law-Making Protocol must include: 
 

o procedures for the passage and amendment of First Nation Education Laws; 
o challenging the validity of First Nation Education Laws; 
o the amendment of the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; 
o conflict of interest rules; and 
o other matters, as determined by the Squamish Nation. (For example, alignment with other 

Squamish Nation laws, policies, and procedures such as the Squamish Nation Election and 
Referendum Law.) 
 

Process for Passing Education Laws: 
 

• After a draft education law is presented to Council, the Council must post notices in the community 
and on the website advising of its intention to pass the education law, how Members can obtain a 
copy of the draft education law and notice of a community meeting to discuss the education law at 
least 30 days in advance of the meeting date. 
 

• At the community meeting, or meetings, the education law will be presented to Members and 
Members will have the opportunity to provide comments on the education law within a 30-day 
period after the meeting. 

 
• Council will consider the comments provided and determine whether the draft education law 

should be amended or not. 
 

• If the draft education law is going to be amended, it will follow the same process used for the 
original draft: provide notice of a community meeting with a 30-day notice and Members will have 
30 days after the meeting to provide comments, and Council will consider the comments and 
whether further amendments need to be made. 
 

• Council may add further steps to the passing of education law process, such as additional 
community meetings, information sessions, or a binding or non-binding referendum. If a 
referendum is decided on, Council will request the Squamish Nation Electoral Commission to hold a 
referendum. 

Amendments: 
 

• Council may amend the education law through the same process used to pass the education law. 
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Making Regulations: (the rules that tell us how to follow a law)  
 

• If regulations are included under the education law, the education law must include: 
o Whether Council or Community Education Authority (CEA) has the power to make 

regulations. 
o Set out the scope of matters to be addressed under the regulations. 
o Stipulation that the regulations must be consistent with the education law and Education 

Jurisdiction Agreement. 
 
Registration of Laws and Regulations: 
 

• Council must establish and maintain a law registry (also known as a database of laws), which is 
where the education law and regulations will be stored and made accessible to Members. 

 
Process for Challenging Education Laws and Regulations: 
 

• A Member may challenge the validity of an education law or regulation by filing a petition in writing 
to the Appeal Tribunal established under the Squamish Nation Election & Referendum Law outlining 
the nature of their concerns with the education law or regulation. 
 

• The Appeal Tribunal can direct Council to take steps to rescind or amend the education law or 
regulation to address the concern that has been raised. 
 

• If the Member is not satisfied with the decision of the Appeal Tribunal, that Member may bring the 
matter to the British Columbia Supreme Court. 

 
Conflict of Interest: 
 

• A member of the Council or the Community Education Authority (CEA) must avoid real and 
perceived conflicts of interest.  
 

• Council must establish a written policy setting out:  
 

o the circumstances that would deem a member of the Council or the Community Education 
Authority (CEA) to be, or appear to be, in a conflict of interest; and 

o the consequences for a member of the Council or the Community Education Authority (CEA) 
being in or appearing to be in a conflict of interest. 

 
Amendments to Law-Making Protocol: 
 

• Council will request the Electoral Commission to conduct a referendum on the amendment or 
amendments to the Law-Making Protocol in accordance with the Squamish Nation Election and 
Referendum Law.  



 

 
 

SQUAMISH NATION EDUCATION LAW-MAKING PROTOCOL  
 

Approved by Council: June 2, 2022 
 
 

Whereas the Squamish Nation will be entering a Canada-First Nation Education 
Jurisdiction Agreement (the “Jurisdiction Agreement”) with Canada; 
 
Whereas the Jurisdiction Agreement recognizes the Squamish Nation’s jurisdiction over 
education as set out in the Jurisdiction Agreement; 
 
Whereas the Council of the Squamish Nation will have the power to make laws with 
respect to education once the Jurisdiction Agreement comes into effect; 
 
Whereas paragraph 2.11 of the Jurisdiction Agreement requires the Squamish Nation to 
adopt, prior to exercising its jurisdiction, a Squamish Nation Education Law-Making 
Protocol that provides for the following matters: 
 
(a) procedures for the passage and amendment of First Nation Education Laws; 
(b) challenging the validity of First Nation Education Laws; 
(c) the amendment of the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; 
(d) conflict of interest rules; and 
(e) other matters, as determined by the Participating First Nation. 
 
The Squamish Nation hereby adopts the following education law-making protocol to set 
out the process for enacting and amending its laws with respect to education and related 
matters. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 

1. For the purposes of this Protocol, 
 

(a) “Appeal Tribunal” means the independent institution of the Squamish 
Nation with authority over, and responsibility for, conducting reviews 
of decisions under the Election and Referendum Law and as provided 
for under this Education Law; 
  

(b) “Community Education Authority” means the legally constituted 
entity established or identified by the Squamish Nation to operate its 
Education system; 

 
(c) “Council” means the Councillors of the Squamish Nation; 

 
(d) “Council Governance Policy” means the Squamish Nation’s Council 

Governance Policy as approved by Council motion on May 21, 2015 
and as amended from time to time; 
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(e) “Councillor” means a councillor of the Squamish Nation;  

 
(f) “Education” means education programs and services of a nature 

generally provided to students enrolled in kindergarten to grade 12;  
 

(g) “Education Law” means a law proposed or passed by the Squamish 
Nation in relation to Education and in accordance with the Jurisdiction 
Agreement and this Protocol;  

 
(h) “Election and Referendum Law” means the Squamish Nation Election 

and Referendum Law approved by membership on December 6, 2018 
and any amendments made to it from time to time; 

 
(i) “Electoral Commission” means the Electoral Commission established 

under the Election and Referendum Law as an independent institution 
of the Squamish Nation with authority over, and responsibility for, the 
elections and referendums conducted by the Squamish Nation; 

 
(j) “Jurisdiction Agreement” means the Canada-First Nation Education 

Jurisdiction Agreement entered into between the Squamish Nation and 
Canada; 

 
(k) “Member” means a member whose name appears on the band list of 

the Squamish Nation; and, 
 

(l) “Regulation” means a regulation passed pursuant to an Education Law. 
 

 
2. A meeting of the Council is considered to be “duly convened” if the requirements 

of the Squamish Nation Council Governance Policy and any other rules 
established by the Squamish Nation are followed. 
 

3. Unless otherwise provided, words defined in the Jurisdiction Agreement have the 
same meaning in this Protocol. 
 

4. When calculating time, where anything is to be done within a time after, from, of, 
or before a specified day, or where a time is expressed to begin after or to be from 
a specified day, the time includes that day. 

 
PROCESS FOR PASSING EDUCATION LAWS 
 

5. The Council may introduce and pass an Education Law in accordance with the 
following process: 

 



Model A: Council Vote 
 

 
 

3

(a) A Councillor, a staff person or persons, or a committee may introduce 
a draft of a proposed Education Law at a duly convened meeting of the 
Council. 

 
(b) Following its introduction, the Council must post notices in public 

areas of the Squamish Nation communities accessible to Members and 
on the Squamish Nation’s website: 
i. advising Members of its intention to pass an Education Law,  

ii. providing information on how the Members may obtain a copy of 
the proposed Education Law, and  

iii. giving at least 30 days’ notice of when a community meeting will 
be held to discuss the proposed Education Law. 

 
(c) The Council must hold at least one community meeting at which:  

i. the proposed Education Law is presented,  
ii. copies of the proposed Education Law, a summary of the proposed 

Education Law in plain English and an annotated guide to the 
proposed Education Law are made available, and  

iii. Members are invited to provide comments.  
 

(d) Following the community meeting referred to in subsection (c), 
Members must be provided with a further 30 days during which they 
may provide comments. 

 
(e) Following the 30-day period referred to in subsection (d), the Council 

will review any comments received during the consultation process 
and determine whether to amend the proposed Education Law.  

 
(f) If the Council decides not to amend the proposed Education Law, they 

may vote on it at their next duly convened meeting. 
 

(g) If the Council decides to amend the proposed Education Law, the 
Council will re-introduce the proposed Education Law as amended and 
carry out the activities set out in subsections (b), (c) and (d) in relation 
to the amended proposed Education Law. 

 
(h) At least 30 days after the Council has completed the steps set out in 

subsection (g), they will review any comments received during the 
second round of the consultation process and determine whether to 
further amend the proposed Education Law. The Council may vote on 
the proposed Education Law, whether or not they decide to further 
amend it, at their next duly convened meeting. 

 
6. The Council may, at its discretion, include additional steps other than those set 

out in section 5 prior to voting on an Education Law. These additional steps 
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include holding additional community meetings, information sessions or a binding 
or non-binding referendum with respect to the proposed Education Law. 
 

7. If Council decides to conduct a binding referendum, it will request the Electoral 
Commission to conduct a referendum on the Education Law in accordance with 
the Election and Referendum Law. 

 
 
COMING INTO FORCE 
 

8. An Education Law comes into force:  
 

(a) on the date it is passed; 
 

(b) on a date specified in the Education Law; or  
 

(c) on a date specified in accordance with a process that is set out in the 
Education Law. 

 
AMENDMENTS 
 

9. The Council may amend an Education Law through the process described in 
sections 5 to 7 of this Protocol. 

 
MAKING REGULATIONS 
 

10. If an Education Law includes a provision enabling the Council or the Community 
Education Authority to make Regulations, the Education Law must:  

 
(a) identify the body (i.e. the Council or the Community Education 

Authority) with the power to make Regulations; 
 

(b) set out the scope of matters that may be addressed in Regulations; and 
 

(c) stipulate that any Regulations must be consistent with the Education 
Law and the Jurisdiction Agreement. 

 
REGISTRATION OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 

11. The Council must establish a registry at the Squamish Nation’s administrative 
office where official copies of any Education Laws and Regulations that have 
been passed are to be kept. The registry may also keep copies of proposed 
Education Laws and Regulations, and proposed amendments to Education Laws 
and Regulations. 
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12. Within ten days of passing an Education Law or amending an Education Law, the 
Council must deposit an official copy of the Education Law at the registry. 

 
13. Within ten days of a Regulation being passed or amended, the Council or the 

Community Education Authority, as the case may be, that passed or made the 
amendment must register the Regulation at the registry. 

 
PROCESS FOR CHALLENGING EDUCATION LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 

14. Any Member may challenge the validity of an Education Law or Regulation by 
filing a petition in writing to the Appeal Tribunal outlining the nature of their 
concerns with the Education Law or Regulation. A petition must: 
 

(a) identify the applicable provision of the Law or the Regulation that is being 
challenged; 

(b) state the basis for the review request; and, 
(c) give the full legal name of the applicant, an address to which documents 

may be delivered to the applicant and a telephone number where the 
applicant or the applicant’s representative may be contacted. 

 
15. The Appeal Tribunal must respond in writing to the petition within 30 days of 

receiving it. The Appeal Tribunal response must either: 
 

(a) confirm that the Appeal Tribunal will direct the Council to take steps 
to rescind or amend the Education Law or Regulation to address the 
concern that has been raised; or 

 
(b) set out the reasons the Appeal Tribunal has determined that there is no 

basis for the challenge. 
 

16. If the Appeal Tribunal directs the Council to rescind or amend the Education Law 
under subsection, the Council will rescind or amend the Education Law as 
directed by the Appeal Tribunal within 12 months of receiving the direction. 

 
17. If the Member who launched the challenge is not satisfied with the response 

received from the Appeal Tribunal or from the Council, the Member may apply to 
bring the matter before the British Columbia Supreme Court. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST RULES 
 

18. Any member of the Council or the Community Education Authority must avoid 
real and perceived conflicts of interest.  

 
19. As soon as a member of the Council or the Community Education Authority 

becomes aware that they have any direct or indirect interest, financial or 
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otherwise, in a matter that is related to their responsibility for the provision of 
Education, they must:  

 
(a) disclose fully and promptly the nature and extent of the interest to each of 

the other members of the Council or Community Education Authority, as 
the case may be;  

 
(b) remove themselves from any discussions that pertain to the issue in 

question by absenting themselves from the discussions or decision-making 
on the issue, except if they are asked to provide information or context by 
another member (following which they must remove themselves); and  

 
(c) refrain from attempting to influence the outcome whether inside or outside 

of the meeting. 
 

20. The Council or the Community Education Authority, as the case may be, must 
keep a written record (e.g. meeting minutes or a letter) of all disclosures of 
interest made under subsection 19(a). 
 

21. The Council must establish a written policy setting out:  
 

(a) the circumstances that would deem a member of the Council or the 
Community Education Authority to be, or appear to be, in a conflict of 
interest; and 

 
(b) the consequences for a member of the Council or the Community 

Education Authority being in or appearing to be in a conflict of interest or 
for failure to follow the requirements of section 19. 

 
AMENDMENTS TO THIS PROTOCOL 
 

22. This Protocol may be amended in accordance with the following process: 
 

(a) Prior to the vote being taken in accordance with subsection (b), the 
Council will take reasonable steps to inform the Members of: 

i. their right to participate in the process for approving amendments 
to this Protocol and the manner in which that right can be 
exercised, and 

ii. The content of the proposed amendment to this Protocol. 
 
(b) Council will request the Electoral Commission to conduct a referendum on 

the amendment or amendments to this Protocol in accordance with the 
Election and Referendum Law.  
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s7ulh wa nexwniw̓éyalh 
Our Ways of Education 
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

These frequently asked questions were received from Members through community engagement from 
May to November 2022. With the help of the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC), 
subject matter experts, and those supporting this initiative, we have provided the best available 
responses. If we have a positive vote in December, many of these details will be confirmed in 
collaboration with Members through the development of our Education Law. 

For a more detailed FAQ, please visit our webpage: squamish.net/reclaiming-education 
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Overview of Reclaiming Education 

1. What does reclaiming education mean? 

 Reclaiming education means taking back control over the education of our mén̓men 
(children), from preschool to Grade 12. If we reclaim our education, then we will have 
law-making authority over our in-community education system, including school and 
teacher certification, graduation requirements, curriculum and course approvals. 

2. Why should we vote yes? 

 Residential schools aimed to take our language, culture, and heritage from us. After 
decades of work to overcome this, we now have an opportunity to reclaim our 
community’s right to educate our mén̓men, our way. 

 By overseeing our education system, we can make decisions in the best interest of our 
mén̓men. We will also be held accountable to ourselves. This is our chance to return to 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh ways of education and work as a community to build an education 
system that promotes, protects, and revitalizes our language and culture. Our mén̓men 
will be taught based on Sḵwx̱wú7mesh worldview and will grow up confident in their 
values and heritage.  

3. Why are we doing this now? 

 This vote is a culmination of generations of work and the efforts of our ancestors that 
came before us. We are carrying on the legacy of those who have been working 
towards reclaiming our inherent right to govern the education of our community for 
decades.  

 In 2021, Council made the decision for our Nation to begin the process of reclaiming 
education, and this vision is stated clearly in the updated Strategic Plan (2026) under 
the pillar “For the People” where we set out to “Connect Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Stélmexw to our 
values, history, language, culture, and ways of knowing” by using “our collective power 
as the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Stélmexw to reclaim jurisdiction in 
child & family services, education, and rights & title.” 

4. What schools will we have control over? 

 If we reclaim our education, then our law-making powers will cover community (on-
reserve) schools and students from preschool to Grade 12.  

5. How much decision-making control will the Nation have? 

 We will have administrative control of school operations through the Community 
Education Authority (CEA) and the administration of the Education Law. 

6. How much input will parents/guardians of students have on decisions affecting the 
education of their mén̓men (children)?  

 If we vote yes in December, we will continue to engage and consult with community 
Members as we develop our Education Law. It is through this process where we begin 
to shape and make choices around curriculum and teacher certification. All the input we 
receive will be used to guide the development of the Education Law. You are in this 
process with us and we will ensure we are designing this together. 

7. Are there other options to reclaiming education? 

 Staying with our current education system would mean the Nation remains accountable 
to the federal government and consequently at the whim of any federal legislative or 
policy changes. 
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8. Is this moving us away from the Indian Act? Is there a section that we’re replacing?  

 Sections 114 to 122 of the Indian Act will no longer apply to the Nation after it has 
passed an education law. (See https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-5/page-
9.html#h-332928.) 

Voting Information 

9. How many votes are needed for the vote to be successful? 

 The vote will be successful if at least 60% of votes case are in favour.  

10. Why is the voting threshold 60%? 

 Acting on the desire of membership, Council voted to set the threshold for approval at 
60% to be in line with the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw Election and Referendum Law. 

11. What happens if the vote isn’t successful? 

 If the community vote is unsuccessful, then the Nation’s education will not change. We 
will have the same funding and control over our education as we do today.  

 We can hold another community vote in five years’ time, or choose not to reclaim 
authority over our education and remain accountable to the federal government and any 
federal legislative changes. 

12. What happens next if the vote is successful? 

 If Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw votes yes in December, we will continue to engage and 
consult with Members to develop our Education Law. Together, we will ensure that our 
community education meets the needs and desires of our mén̓men and our community 
by shaping our curriculum, teacher certification, and graduation requirements. 

Jurisdiction Agreement 

13. What is the Jurisdiction Agreement? 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement is an education agreement between Canada and 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw. Members must vote to approve this agreement, along with 
our Law-Making Protocol, for us to move forward reclaiming education. 

14. Does this agreement with Canada represent a treaty? 

 The Jurisdiction Agreement is not a treaty or a land claims agreement within the 
meaning of sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, and does not affect the 
Constitution of Canada. 

15. Will signing the Jurisdiction Agreement limit our ability to self-govern? 

 Reclaiming education will not limit Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw’s ability to self-govern. 

16. Is there an end date for the Jurisdiction Agreement? 

 There is no end date for the Jurisdiction Agreement. Our authority will not expire, so we 
can be confident that our mén̓men’s education will never again be taken away from us. 

Law-Making Protocol 

17. What is the Education Law? 

 If we vote yes in December, we begin building and shaping our education system 
through the development of our Education Law. This law will describe what our 
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education system will look like, including governance processes, education standards, 
graduation requirements, certification of teachers and schools, consultation and 
decision-making requirements, and much more. 

18. What is the Law-Making Protocol? 

 The Law-Making Protocol is one of the two documents that community will be voting to 
approve in December 2022. The protocol describes the process for passing and 
amending our Education Law, challenging the validity of that law, amending the protocol 
itself, and addressing conflicts of interest.  

 This document must be approved during the vote, so we can develop our Education 
Law, which describes how we will run our community’s education. 

19. What is the process for developing the Education Law? Who will be involved and when will 
we begin? 

 If we vote yes, we will begin the process of building and shaping our Education Law 
through specific, deep community engagement as it will require input and ideas from our 
Members. Although we have already received input from members through our 
engagements the last year, we will continue that engagement right after the vote. 

Students and Academic Standards 

20. What kind of graduation certificate will students get? 

 The following options will be available for students graduating from our schools, as long as 
students meet the specific requirements established for each certificate: 

i. The Dogwood or Adult Dogwood Diploma, with requirements set by the BC Ministry 
of Education and Child Care 

ii. A First Nations Graduation Certificate, with requirements set by the FNEA 
iii. A Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw Graduation Certificate, with requirements set by our 

Nation and approved by the FNEA 
 The certificates we offer our graduating students will be a community decision. 

21. What happens if a student wants to transfer to a different school? 

 Our education system will allow students to transfer to an equivalent grade in another 
school in the province. Students will be able to move freely between Sḵwx̱wú7mesh’s 
education system and the public school system. 

22. Can parents/guardians choose to send their mén̓men to schools outside of our community? 

 Yes. Parents/guardians will not be required to send their mén̓men to our community 
schools.  

23. Will we be providing education up to Grade 12? 

 Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw will work to build our school system, including building and 
expanding facilities, so that we can eventually provide education up to Grade 12. 

 If Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw reclaims control of our community education, then that 
control will extend to both our current school and any future schools established in our 
community. 

24. Will there be testing to validate that our school system is on par with other schools? 

 To ensure our school system and standards are on par with other schools, Squamish 
Nation will explore developing processes to validate, track and potentially evaluate 
programs and graduate students to ensure appropriate education, skills and curriculum 
for our students. 
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25. If we vote yes, will anything change with currently operated Squamish Nation schools?  

 There will be no changes in the short term. If we vote yes in December, then we will 
begin the work of developing our Education Law through community engagement. It is 
through this process that we will determine whether any new changes will be made to 
existing programs and schools.  

26. Will the schools be open to non-Nation members? 

 In the short term, our focus will be on Members only, but reclaiming education does not 
preclude the Nation from including non-Nation members. We will ask Members this 
question throughout our engagement after the vote to seek your input into this question. 

27. Is this a form of segregation?  

 No, regardless of the outcome of the vote in December, you will always get to decide 
where you want to send your mén̓men for school, whether that’s in our community 
schools or elsewhere. 

28. Will schools be upgraded and or expanded? Will this mean a new school in the Valley? 

 Yes, expanding and developing more education facilities in Squamish Valley and the 
North Shore will be part of this process. 

 Although we have not made these decisions yet, we are working towards this goal and 
we have completed a feasibility study to expand our facilities on the North Shore. 
Making these improvements, particularly an expansion in the Valley will make a 
difference for the future of our mén̓men. 

Curriculum 

29. How will we decolonize the classrooms? Are we adding Indigenous knowledge to existing 
curriculum or are we dismantling our curriculum and re-building? 

 This will be part of our engagement with Members as we develop our Education Law. 
We will seek input on what kind of education we want for our mén̓men and this includes 
whether we rebuild our education or integrate knowledge into our existing education. 

30. If we already have language and culture, why do we need this in the schools? 

 Through our engagement, we have repeatedly heard that the community wants more of 
our language and culture in our education. 

 We want to build on our successes we have had with our Littlest Ones School and the 
land-based learning there, our outdoor learning programs in Squamish Valley, and other 
successful programming and expand language and culture throughout our education. 
This will be part of our engagement with Members as we develop our Education Law. 

31. Will we develop all of our own curriculum? 

 We, through the FNEA, will collaboratively develop curriculum, among other things such 
as teacher certification, school certification, graduation requirements. 

 We will also develop our own language and culture curriculum, including land-based 
learning. 

Funding 

32. Will reclaiming education affect our ability to get government funding in the future? 

 The Nation will continue to receive the same funding and supports that are currently 
available, including direct First Nations School funding, as described in the BC Tripartite 
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Education Agreement. The funding is greater than or equal to funding for education that 
the Nation currently receives. 

 The amount of education program funding provided by Canada to Squamish Nation will 
not be less than the amount received by First Nations that are not PFNs. 

 If the Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement is terminated and not replaced, funding 
for education will be provided to the Nation on the same terms as it was before, and that 
funding amount will not be less than the amount received by First Nations that are not 
PFNs. 

33. Will we receive additional funding to operate our own school system? 

 Under jurisdiction, we will continue to receive the same funding and support available to 
other First Nations in BC for pre-school to Grade 12 education, which includes: 
o Direct First Nations School funding, including school staff salaries, which is 

calculated using the BCTEA methodology 
o Additional support from FNESC (known as Second and Third Level Services) 

including language and culture and Special Education Programing 
o Any other funding or support that is available to other First Nations now or in the 

future 

34. Does the funding we get affect our ability to get government funding in the future? 

 Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw will continue to receive the same funding and supports 
currently available and does not preclude our Nation from receiving other funding. 

35. Will the funding provide support for capital projects, e.g., a new school, or do we need to 
raise those funds on our own?  

 Capital funding, such as funding to start a new school, is provided separately from 
operational funding. Our Planning and Capital Projects Team would engage Indigenous 
Services Canada through a separate process to obtain necessary funding. Squamish 
may wish to raise its own funding for capital expenditures. 

Teachers and Staff  

36. What would reclaiming education jurisdiction mean for our current teachers and staff? 

 Our schools will continue to employ certified teachers. This will include those with a 
teaching certificate issued by the BC Ministry of Education or a certificate issued by 
another Canadian province. Teachers who are already certified will not have to go 
through a new certification process. 

37. If we vote yes, what happens to staff currently working in Squamish Nation schools? 

 Over time staff may move under the Community Education Authority (CEA), if this was 
set out in the law (division of powers); however, this still needs to be determined by 
community members. 

38. What authority will staff be accountable to? 

 Staff will be accountable to the Community Education Authority.  

39. Will staff salaries and benefits remain the same? 

 Staff salaries and benefits will remain the same. 
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Education Governance and Operation 

 

40. What is the First Nations Education Authority (FNEA)? 

 The FNEA is comprised of, operated by, and directed by First Nation appointees with 
jurisdiction (Participating First Nations) only. These are Nations that have ratified 
education jurisdiction. Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw will appoint directors to the FNEA.  

41. What does the First Nations Education Authority (FNEA) do? 

 The FNEA develops the certifications and standards that will be included in our 
Education Law. This may include standards for school certification, teacher certification, 
and graduation requirements. 

42. Who controls the FNEA? 

 The FNEA is entirely made up of and controlled by directors appointed by Nations with 
education jurisdiction—not government representatives. 

 If our community vote is successful, then Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw will appoint two 
directors to the FNEA. 

43. What is the Community Education Authority (CEA)? 

 Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw will create an education authority under the provincial 
Societies Act to operate in-community schools. 

 The CEA is similar to a local school board. It may report to the Nation and be 
responsible for: employing school staff, holding school assets (such as buildings), and 
administering funds received from Canada. The role of the CEA will be defined in our 
Education Law. 

44. How will the CEA work? Does it replace the current education department? 

 The role and responsibilities of the CEA and the relationship it has with Ta7lnew̓ás (the 
Squamish Nation Education, Employment & Training Department), and with Ta na wa 
Ch’áwat ta Sx̱wéx̱wel (Squamish Valley Operations), will be determined through 
community engagement.  

 Through our engagement, we have heard from Members that Squamish Valley should 
be represented in the Community Education Authority.  
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45. Are we to take this on and grow our own education system? 

 Yes, through our educational programming in Squamish Valley and the North Shore 
over the last several years, we have demonstrated capability and readiness to run 
successful education programs.  

Council 

46. How will Council be involved in the CEA? Will the CEA report to Council? 

 This will be determined through community engagement and the development of the 
Education Law.  

Five Other Nations in BC Advancing Education Jurisdiction 

47. What other Nations are pursuing Education Jurisdiction?  

 ʔaq’am, Cowichan Tribes, Lil’wat Nation, Seabird Island and Ditidaht First Nation are all 
Participating First Nations who have signed Education Jurisdiction Agreements with 
Canada. 

48. Have we learned anything from their experience so far? How are we working with them? 

 We are in contact and working with other Participating Firsts Nations (see above), 
sharing lessons learned, wise practices, and learning from one another. 

 If we are successful, we will work with them formally through the FNEA. 

Spotlight on Members Living Outside Community (Off-Reserve) 

49. How can members living off-reserve be involved in the process of reclaiming education? 

 We continue to engage all Members both on and off reserve for their input into 
reclaiming education. All Members are invited to participate in engagement events and 
learn more through the resources we have set up. 

50. Why should we vote yes if we’re living off-reserve? 

 Even if you live off reserve and may not have direct access to the reservation education 
system, many members of your family and of the Nation will. We encourage you to vote 
as this vote will have an impact on the lives of our mén̓men (children)_and our future 
mén̓men  This vote is an opportunity for us to work together to uplift Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
Stélmexw and support the continued growth of our language, culture, and ways of 
knowing. 

51. Will members living outside community be able to attend Squamish Nation schools and/or 
access Squamish Nation education?  

 Yes, Squamish Nation schools and programs are open to all Nation members.  
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Glossary 

 Community Education Authority (CEA): The independent authority that will operate 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw education system. Its responsibilities will be laid out in our Education 
Law.  

 Education Law: A Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw law that describes what our education system will 
look like, including governance processes, education standards, graduation requirements, 
certification of teachers and schools, consultation and decision-making requirements, and much 
more. 

 First Nations Education Authority (FNEA): A legal entity directed by directors appointed by 
Participating First Nations. Through the FNEA, Participating First Nations, including 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw, will jointly exercise and regulate teacher certification, school 
certification, and graduation requirements, including approval of courses for graduation 
purposes. 

 First Nations Graduation Certificate: A certificate available to all the schools operated by 
Nations that have reclaimed control of their education (Participating First Nations). The 
requirements for this certificate will be collectively established by the FNEA. 

 First Nations Schools Teaching Certificate: A new certificate specifically for Participating First 
Nation schools. The requirements for this certificate will be collectively established by the FNEA. 

 First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC): A policy and advocacy organization 
that represents and works on behalf of First Nations in B.C. to support First Nations students 
and advance First Nations education in the province. 

 Jurisdiction Agreement: A sectoral self-government agreement for First Nations who choose 
to assume jurisdiction over education in B.C. This agreement is not a treaty with the federal 
government.  

 Jurisdiction (over education): The formal recognition by the federal and provincial 
governments of First Nations’ inherent rights to make laws related to the education of their 
children. This includes law-making authority over curriculum development, graduation 
requirements, teacher certification, and school certification. 

 Law-Making Protocol: A document that specifies how our Education Law will be developed 
and approved. The Law-Making Protocol will cover the following matters: 

o procedures for the passage and amendment of First Nation Education Laws; 
o challenging the validity of First Nation Education Laws; 
o the amendment of the First Nation Education Law-Making Protocol; 
o conflict of interest rules; and 
o other matters, as determined by Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw. 

 Participating First Nation (PFN): A First Nation that has reclaimed control over their education 
by ratifying and signing a Jurisdiction Agreement with Canada. 

 Preschool to Grade 12: The scope of education jurisdiction applies to age four of preschool to 
Grade 12.  
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