
The Master Plan for Capilano

Capilano Master
Plan Summary

The Squamish Nation Capilano Master Plan Committee, with
help from a consultant team, has developed a preferred land use
plan for Capilano. This Master Plan includes guidelines for long
term land development, a transitional phase as well as an overall
transportation plan. This brochure provides highlights of the
Final Draft Master Plan for Capilano.

What is a Master Plan?
Master Plans offer communities a long term land use plan and
decision-making guide.  The Capilano Master Plan is designed
to offer Squamish Nation an indication of land uses that may be
developed on Capilano over the next 20 years.  The Master
Plan balances land needs of membership on Capilano and
revenue generating opportunities for the Nation.  Guidelines in
the Plan provide direction to areas for membership use and
propose areas for future economic/market development and for
environmental preservation.  The Master Plan also features a
transportation plan to support new long term land uses.
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The Capilano Master Plan
process was initiated to explore
Squamish Nation’s land use
opportunities for the Capilano
Reserve.

The process considered
Squamish member community
needs, potential long term
economic development and
environmental preservation.  It
considered how vacant areas
might be developed, and if these
areas should be devoted to
community use, or to revenue
generation.

Once land use assumptions and
guiding principles were defined,
land use options were
developed and reviewed.  A
financial analysis of the costs
and benefits assisted this
process.

Membership participation and
consultation helped to define the
preferred Plan.  The Plan
balances future land uses for
Squamish members and
economic development
opportunities for the Nation.

Master Plan Project Start:
Committee, Consultants

selected

Review historical development,
current land use, land status

and planning issues

Identify land use opportunities,
develop options and analyse

costs/benefits

Review options/analysis with
membership

Prepare draft plan document

Final Master Plan

THE PLANNING PROCESS:
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WHY PLAN?

 A long term land use plan serves as a guide to future decision making on Capilano

 It considers Squamish Nation membership and community needs

 It considers economic impact to Squamish Nation

 It explores opportunities for future use of the Department of Environment’s (DOE) Pacific Environment
Centre (PEC) site, vacant lands
and areas for redevelopment

What is important to the Nation?
Membership, the Capilano Master Plan Committee of Council
and Council developed the following goals to guide future land
use:

 Provide residential areas for Squamish Nation members
 Maintain core member services and facilities
 Enhance connections to the waterfront for members
 Provide opportunities for member businesses
 Optimize land areas for economic development
 Reduce public access through Squamish community areas
 Develop suitable transportation solutions

What was considered when developing
the long range plan?

 Existing land use and land status
 Surrounding land uses and jurisdictions
 Environmental concerns, including sensitive areas
 Transportation and utility servicing issues
 Financial assessments of land use options
 Membership consultation
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THE CAPILANO MASTER PLAN BALANCES SQUAMISH
COMMUNITY NEEDS WITH REVENUE GENERATING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NATION

The Plan designates 45% of the land area of Capilano for Squamish members and their families.

The proposed areas for Squamish members will provide:

 Housing
 Parks
 Community facilities
 A business area
 Areas for traditional activities

Economic development is proposed for about 40% of Capilano lands; these areas will generate revenue for
Squamish Nation. New market development will include high-rise apartment buildings and low-rise
apartment/condominium complexes or townhomes. There will be minimal new commercial development and no
industrial development.

The proposed environmental areas include land and water and comprises approximately 15% of Capilano. The
areas are considered environmentally sensitive or greenspaces; no development is likely to occur in these
areas. Environmental areas can be enjoyed by members and non-members and provide membership with
additional areas for traditional uses.

Long Range Plan  Proposed Land Allocation

Squamish
Community Use,

45%

Economic
Development,

39.50%

Environmental
Areas, 15.50%
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WHAT LAND USES ARE FOR SQUAMISH MEMBERS?

Community Uses
The Plan identifies the lands east of the
Lions Gate Bridge to the eastern edge of
the reserve, north of the BC Rail (CN) line
to Marine Drive for the exclusive use of
Squamish membership.  The cemetery and
lands west of the Lions Gate Bridge to the
Capilano River, south of the RV and
Mobile Home Park to Burrard Inlet are also
proposed for Squamish member
community use.

Guidelines support developing a
“community village”.  These land uses are
to meet membership needs such as more
housing, a business area, community
buildings and parks as well as areas for
traditional uses.  Guidelines also suggest
landscaped buffers and road
improvements to encourage privacy for
community use areas.

Community Use Guidelines Support:
 Existing single-family housing

 Single-family and multi-family housing
west of Capilano Road

 Small suites (with own kitchen, bathroom
and entry door) in single-family homes
for extended family

 Home-based businesses

 Additional proposed community facilities
(health and wellness centre, Elders’ care
facility) focused around Welch Street and
Capilano Road

 Parks (including sports fields, skateboard
park and relocated lacrosse box)

 Nation business centre along Marine
Drive at Capilano Road

 Cemetery

 Traditional uses
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SQUAMISH MEMBER HOUSING – IT’S YOUR CHOICE!

The Capilano Master Plan proposes more Squamish member housing.  Approximately 180 new single-family
homes and almost 300 multi-family housing units could be built.  The multi-family housing would be townhomes
(example of attached units above) or low-rise (3 or 4 floor) apartment complexes. Elders’ needs will be
considered when designing the low-rise multi-family housing units.

The Plan also supports changes to the Squamish Nation Comprehensive Housing Policy (October, 2001).
Proposed changes would allow Members in single-family homes to choose whether they want to have a home-
based business in their house or to renovate part of the house to include a small suite for extended family.
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WHERE WILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OCCUR?

Economic Development
Areas proposed for economic development
are located west of the Lions Gate Bridge to
the reserve’s western most boundary and
south of the rail right of way to the waterfront.
Some of these lands already support revenue
generating commercial and high density
residential (Park Royal Shopping Centre and
International Plaza Towers Apartments).

The Plan guidelines support the development
of new market high density and low density
residential.  High rise apartments are an
example of high density residential
development.  Low density residential
developments are townhomes or 3 to 4 floor
apartment/condominium complexes.

High density residential:
 Forested lands south of Park Royal

Shopping Centre

 PEC site

Low density residential:
 Ambleside Park (south of BC Rail)

 Capilano RV and Mobile Home Park

What do we mean by ‘market’ use?
This refers to lands set aside for private
sector, or private market use designed to
produce revenue through lease payments
(and taxes etc.) to the Nation.
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NEW NON-MEMBER RESIDENTIAL HOUSING

The Plan proposes new non-member residential market housing in areas selected for economic development.
The developments will feature high density residential (apartment towers) and low density residential
townhomes or 3 to 4 floor condominium/apartment buildings.

Public open space, greenspace buffering and walkways along the waterfront form an amenity for proposed
market oriented residential developments.  Greenspace will also serve as a buffer between market development
and Squamish community uses.

A Low Level Road north of the railway tracks is proposed to provide access to new market residential
development; non-member traffic will not have to pass through Squamish community areas.

photo montage / artist’s rendition

photo montage / artist’s rendition
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WHAT AREAS ARE ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE?

Environmental Protection
The Plan identifies natural habitat and
potential flood prone lands as environmentally
sensitive areas.  These areas, together with
greenspaces (such as parks and playing
fields), contribute to the livability of Capilano.
The Capilano River foreshore and the Burrard
Inlet intertidal areas are the largest
preservation areas.

Guidelines in the Plan support greenspaces
and environmentally sensitive areas to be
protected from development.

Guidelines support Environmental
protection of:

 Salt Marsh

 Foreshore and intertidal areas of
Burrard Inlet

 Eastern and western banks of the
Capilano River

 Coniferous forest on Keith Road

In these areas, the guidelines support:

 Squamish Traditional Use

 Pedestrian pathways or trails

 Habitat preservation and
rehabilitation
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ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS CONTRIBUTE
TO QUALITY OF LIFE ON CAPILANO

The proposed environmental areas in the Master Plan include important land and water habitat since these
areas are sensitive to development.  The tidal salt marsh pictured below is an example of an environmentally
sensitive area.  Some of these areas are also significant areas for traditional activities, such as fishing.
Conserving sensitive habitat will help to maintain the abundance of salmon returning to spawn on the river each
year.

Protected natural habitat and greenspaces are amenities; these areas are valued for their beauty and provide
buffers/privacy on Capilano.  The Plan supports using greenspace buffers between member and non-member
areas and within the Community Village area between community areas and residential areas.
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WILL TRAFFIC CIRCULATION IMPROVE WITH
LAND USE CHANGES?

Transportation Plan

Guidelines support traffic improvements such as:

 Developing a road network of local roads, community
collector roads and major roads to improve safety for drivers,
pedestrians and cyclists

 Developing a Low Level Road north of the tracks with limited
access at Bridge Road to serve the PEC site, plus a crossing
of the railway right of way to access Ambleside Park

 Changing Welch Street from a major road serving the
general public to a community collector road serving

Squamish Nation.  This significantly reduces commuter traffic on Welch

 Closing Mathias Road to Capilano Road and opening Jacobs Street connection to improve traffic safety

 Adding street lighting, sidewalks and traffic signals

Yes.  The Master Plan includes
a transportation plan that
supports proposed land use
changes.  Road, sidewalk and
trail upgrades will improve local
residents’ safety, access, and
travel choices.
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TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES SUGGEST UPGRADES FOR SAFETY,
CONVENIENCE AND ACCESSIBILITY

To improve safety for pedestrians and drivers in Squamish Community areas proposals include:

 Construct a Low Level Road next to the railway
to separate commuter traffic from our community
traffic

 Add sidewalks, crosswalks, street lighting and
traffic signals to collector roads like Welch,
Mathias and Capilano

 Add traffic calming measures (e.g. narrower
roads, landscape island’s and ‘roundabouts’ to
reduce speed) and deter traffic shortcutting on
residential streets

For pedestrians and cyclists on Capilano:

 Provide a network of sidewalks,
pathways and trails to enable safe
walking and riding through Capilano

 Construct roads that are wide enough
for both cars and bicycles in the
Community Village area.




