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Dear Squamish Nation members: 

Re: Squamish Nation’s continued support for Elder care and housing 

The Squamish Nation Council would like to take this opportunity to share updates 

on the many initiatives we have supported over the past year for Elder care and 

housing.  

Hiy̓ám̓ Housing’s 94-unit project in Xwmelch’stn: 

In 2019, the Squamish Nation community confirmed through community 

engagement that Elder housing is a priority. In September 2020, the Squamish 

Nation, Hiy̓ám̓ Housing, and BC Housing announced initial approval of a fully 

funded 94-unit affordable rental housing project built in the Capilano community 

for Squamish Nation members.  

Of the 94 units, 59 (62 per cent) will be dedicated to Squamish Nation Elders – 49 

will be one-bedroom apartments, and an additional 10 will be two-bedroom units 

for Elders who require live-in supports. This is the biggest increase in dedicated 

housing for our Elders ever in the Squamish Nation. Member engagement on this 

project, as well as a call for applicants, will be happening soon. 

 

Rendering of future Xwmelch’stn Housing Project 
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Project quick facts: 

 Hiy̓ám̓ Housing was awarded a $10 million grant from BC Housing for the 

construction of the project, which does not need to be paid back.  

 BC Housing is providing financing for up to 100 per cent of approved 

construction cost and predevelopment work. Construction financing is a 

loan, similar to a mortgage, which Hiy̓ám̓ Housing will pay back over 35 

years at a very low-interest rate.  

 Tenant selection and rents will be set by resident policies approved by 

Hiy̓ám̓ Housing independently from Squamish Nation Council, in line with 

funding requirements. Rents will be very moderate and tied to incomes, 

such as pension or income assistance.  

 Having moderate rents means Hiy̓ám̓ will have the funds to make sure the 

building is well managed, safe, and secure. Without some rent revenue to 

pay the mortgage on the property, the project would not be funded.   

 BC Housing will provide ongoing financial support to the project throughout 

the life of the building, meaning the rents will always be very affordable.  

 

Rendering of future Xwmelch’stn Housing Project 
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Land designation vote: 

The Squamish Nation has requested a land designation vote from Indigenous 

Services Canada for a 99-year lease from the Squamish Nation to Hiy̓ám̓ Housing 

for the Project. A land designation vote is required because the Project requires a 

leasable interest to secure the financing. The land designation vote will likely 

happen in summer 2021 for the Mathias Road and Skawshen Road project in 

Xwmelch’stn, and will also include two other sites for affordable housing projects. 

More information will be provided on the land designation vote once confirmed.  

Future long-term care facility and assisted living community: 

Since 2003, the Squamish Nation has commissioned various studies and reports on 

the viability for a long-term care facility for Squamish Nation members. However, 

drastic cuts to provincial funding for long-term care facilities in the mid-2000s 

severely undermined the viability of developing this facility.  

Recognizing the critical importance of having supportive care available for our 

Elders, in March 2021 the Squamish Nation Council passed a resolution for work to 

continue on the development of: 

A long-term care facility for our Elders: Long-term care (also known as 

extended care, residential care, nursing home care, or geriatric care) is for 

those who need access to 24-hour care. The services are available to people 

with complex care needs and physical and/or mental health conditions who 

cannot live safely and independently at home. All long-term care homes in 

British Columbia must provide care that meets established standards set by the 

Province of BC. 

Assisted living facilities/communities for our Elders: Assisted living 

facilities/communities provide support for semi-independent seniors. They 

range from stand-alone residences in some cases to being one level of care 

offered within a larger residence or retirement village. Assisted living retirement 

homes may include administering or supervising medication or some personal 

care services by trained staff. 

In addition, the Squamish Nation has sent a letter to the Ministry of Health 

requesting a meeting to seek their support for a long-term care facility that serves 

the Squamish Nation community.  

Over the past twenty years, multiple locations have been explored for these types 

of projects. At one point, the Mathias Road and Skawshen Road site was approved 

in principle by the previous Council. However, due to the lack of operational 
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funding, the project never moved to construction. New locations will be explored 

for these projects that meet the needs and desires of the community. 

The Planning and Capital Projects Department will review all past work done on 

this project and update the latest information. The Planning and Capital Projects 

Department will also be consulting our community and Elders in North Vancouver, 

Squamish Valley, and those living away from the community, on these projects. 

This will include looking at potential locations in the communities to build these 

different facilities for our community members.  

For more information, please contact Nick Guidobono, Capital Projects Manager at 

Nick_G@squamish.net.  

Next steps 

For many years, the Squamish Nation community has requested support for 

dedicated facilities for our Elders. The Nation is committed to listening to our 

community and continuing to advocate to ensure that these needs are met.  

We are excited about the provincial and federal government's potential new 

funding opportunities that could make these project come to life again. We look 

forward to the future engagement on these projects. 

Chen kw’enmantúmiwit. 

(We thank you for your attention to this matter.) 

On behalf of the Council, 

 

 

 

 

Skwetsi7meltxw  
Joshua Joseph  
Council Co-Chair  

Tiyáltelut  
Kristen Rivers  
Council Co-Chair  

 

 

mailto:Nick_G@squamish.net

