
Nch’kay Development 
Corp., the economic 
development branch of 
the Squamish Nation 
is proud to announce 
that Nch’kay and the 
Squamish Nation 
Council have officially 
executed conditional 
partnership agreements 
with Westbank for the 
development of Senákw.

In December 2019, Council and 
Nch’kay received a historic referen-
dum mandate from membership for 
the Squamish Nation to move forward 
with a development partnership with 
Westbank for the Senákw lands. 
Today’s announcement solidifies that 
partnership in a way that will protect 
the Nation’s interests as both govern-
ing authority and business partner, 
maximize long-term value from the 
project, and secure commitments on 
housing, procurement and employ-
ment opportunities for Squamish 
Nation members.

2020
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  Project Overview  10.5 acres | 4,000,000 sf | 6,000 rental homes | 700+ affordable homes | Largest net zero carbon residential 

project in Canada | Largest First Nations economic development project in Canadian history | Historic architectural, cultural, artistic, 

construction & entrepreneurial opportunities for the Squamish Nation

A PA R T N E R S H I P B E T W E E N  
N C H ’ K AY A N D W E S T B A N K

What we’ve been  
working on
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How does Senákw help define a new generation  
of First Nations’ reconciliation and leadership?

The largest partnership with any First Nation  
in Canadian history.

Squamish Nation not just passive landlords  
but active partners in developing the land.

Historic economic development opportunity that  
will set the Squamish Nation on a path to complete 
economic independence.

Landmark Coast Salish architecture and design —  
a lasting cultural legacy for the Squamish Nation  
and for Canada.

Hundreds of job and entrepreneurial  
opportunities for Squamish Nation members  
during pre-development, development and 
permanent long-term positions.

Squamish Nation membership voted 87% in  
favour of progressively developing their lands  
— a historic majority and clear mandate.

How does Senákw respond to the climate crisis?

This project will be Canada’s first large scale net  
zero carbon housing development — and one of only  
a few in the world.

With aspirations to be 100% GHG-free, all of  
Senákw’s heating and cooling will be produced by a 
new 10MW district energy system fed by waste heat 
from adjacent sewer infrastructure.

225,000 sf of mass timber construction,  
generating 50% less embodied carbon than  
typical concrete construction.

This is ultimately what Senákw stands to offer: an inspiring 
solution to our need for housing, a meaningful response to the 
climate crisis and a movement towards Indigenous reconciliation 
that demonstrates global leadership.
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Bike Share

Café Restaurants
& Patios

Children’s
Playground

Sports Field

Flexible Event
+ Installations
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Below the Bridge

The project proposes to leverage its natural 
cover to offer new outdoor sport and leisure 
facilities that can be enjoyed by residents 
and the general public throughout the year. 
These facilities will activate and revitalize 
the region below the bridge while providing 
valuable social, recreational, and cultural 
resources to support both the development 
and the wider community.

Opportunity for Squamish 
Nation member art!



COMMERCIAL COURTYARD VIEW 27

Integration of Public Art

An important goal for the project is to 
form a seamless integration of art with 
the functional design of built form—an 
expression of the site’s rich cultural 
context as an embedded, interactive 
story that unfolds each day through 
its experience. The perception of art 
through the lens of ‘lived experience’ is a 
transformative form of engagement that 
seeks to empower the spirit of community 
and enrich the lives of residents, visitors, 
and the broader urban community.
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Courtyards for Retail and  
Cultural Programming

With over 7.5 acres of public space, 
Senákw will include neighbourhood 
amenities such as restaurants, a fitness 
centre, a grocery store and daycare.
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BURR A RD S T BRIDGE

FA L SE CREEK

District Energy Plant Extension of District Energy System Metro Vancouver Sewer Forcemain

10MW District 
Energy Plant

Sustainability Case Study

Integral to the project’s net zero carbon sustainability 
vision, Senákw will feature a new low carbon 
neighbourhood energy node. Utilizing the renewable 
energy from the adjacent large sewer line, this 
central plant will allow for zero carbon heating of all 
of the buildings at Senákw, while avoiding the need 
for large mechanical equipment for each and every 
tower. This will allow us to dedicate underground 
space to more bike parking or storage, and rooftop 
space to outdoor amenity areas for residents!

Sewage Heat Recovery

This sewer (Jervis Forcemain No.2) carries the 
vast majority of all sewage out of downtown 
Vancouver at high pressure — a rate of more 
than 190 litres/second!
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Metro Vancouver 
Sewer Forcemain 
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VA NIER PA RK

Tower 1 
Residential Entry

Vehicular Entrance

Bike Hub Entrance

Tower 2 
Residential Entry

Tower 3 
Commercial Entry

Tower 4 
Commercial Entry

Residential 
Entry

Residential 
Entry

Phase 1

Design Insight

Phase 1 of Senákw will feature 4 towers. In 
line with the vision of “towers in a park” and 
responsible land stewardship, most of the site 
area will be freed up as lush, green landscaping 
with convenient access and connections for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles. 

Phase 4 — Waterfront

‘

Bike Parking Entrance

Phase 1 — Ground Floor



Call for artists

What’s coming 
up in 2021

When developing the Senákw project goals, we noticed a lack of transit 
infrastructure and a need to connect the project to the downtown core. 
An improved transit hub with more frequent service to cross the Burrard 
Bridge will better connect the site with regional rapid transit. We are 
looking for Squamish Nation artists to collaborate with our design team to 
design the art to be displayed on the new transit hub, transforming it into a 
remarkable 21st century symbol of Squamish Nation culture, and reminding 
everyone who passes over the bridge of both the past and the future of the 
Squamish Nation at Senákw.

A package summarizing this call has also been issued to membership 
alongside this newsletter. If you haven’t received it and are interested in 
applying, please contact us at senakw@nchkay.com.

The first in a series of art, 
cultural, employment and 
procurement opportunities 
for membership over the 
next decade.

To stay connected,  
please continue to check  
senakw.com for updates or 
email senakw@nchkay.com.

Detailed architectural design.

Archaeological protocol and  
study of the lands.

Financing negotiations.

An implementation plan  
for the first phase.

Negotiations with the City of  
Vancouver for utility servicing.

A detailed employment and 
procurement plan for Nation 
members, endorsed entities and 
member owned businesses.

Over the next few months, the partnership will be working to advance:
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A PA R T N E R S H I P B E T W E E N  
N C H ’ K AY A N D W E S T B A N K

Over the next few years, the project team will be creating a series of videos 
outlining our collective values, city-building vision, design inspiration, process, 
and project architecture. These videos are first and foremost a conversation 
with Squamish Nation members, so please don’t hesitate to get involved — you 
could see yourself on camera!

Follow the link in this QR code to watch the first video, 
featuring interviews with Squamish Nation councillors 
Khelsilem and Deanna Lewis.


