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Wednesday, April 6, 2011 
 
TO:  Squamish Nation Members 
 
FROM: Chiefs and Council 
 
RE:  3rd Update regarding Capilano Mobile Park Litigation  
 
  
As you are aware, in early December 2010 Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council filed a 
claim on behalf of Membership in the Supreme Court of British Columbia to regain control 
of lands located between the Capilano River and the Lions Gate Bridge on Capilano IR No. 
5, where the Capilano Mobile Park was located.  We reported on this in updates to the 
membership dated December 10, 2010 and January 26, 2011, both of which are available at 
www.Squamish.net.  Also see appendices A and B (Attached). 
 
The Court has now ruled in favour of the Squamish Nation and has confirmed that this land 
belongs to the Squamish Nation membership as a whole.  The entire membership is entitled 
to benefit from it.    
 
The Trailer Park business had been operated by a partnership of Dennis Lloyd Baker, 
Franklin James Baker, Darlene Violet Wilson Garrick, Pamela Constance Baker, Wayne 
Charles Baker and Wade Stephen Baker, under a permit, which expired in October 2008. 
The partnership refused to enter into the new permit that the Nation offered. The Trailer 
Park business brought in revenues in the range of $1.5 to $1.8million each year and the 
partnership had been paying 35% of that to the Nation for the right to use this land, but 
since May 2010 they have been keeping all of the rents and refusing to pay anything to the 
Nation. 
 
In addition to confirming that the land belongs to the Squamish as a whole, the judge found 
that the partnership and its members owe the Squamish Nation: 
 

 $497,403.29, which includes unpaid rent from May 16, 2010 to December 1, 2010 
and damages for trespass after the partnership refused to turn the land back over the 
Squamish Nation after December 1, 2010; 

 
 additional damages for trespass for February and part of March (to be assessed);  

 
and 
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 full legal costs incurred by the Squamish Nation to recover the land for the 

membership.  (Normally, courts only award a portion of the actual legal costs but 
here, because of the misconduct of the partnership in the course of the litigation, the 
court has imposed an additional costs penalty on them.). 

 
Thus, based on the court decision, the partnership, through their conduct, have cost the 
Squamish Nation Membership plus or minus $1Million in lost revenue and costs of getting 
the land back.  The Nation will attempt to recover the money owing from the partnership, 
however, the Nation has learned that the partnership business account was emptied in 
December and divided among the members of the partnership.   
 
Since this land belongs to the whole Squamish Nation, Chiefs and Council have a legal 
obligation to manage the lands for the benefit of all Nation Members. Chiefs and Council 
cannot allow a business to make money from the Nation’s land without ensuring that the 
Membership receives a benefit in return.  Since the partnership was denying the 
Membership this legal entitlement, Chiefs and Council had absolutely no choice but to 
instruct the Nation’s lawyers to bring this claim. 
 
The receiver/manager who was appointed by the court in January, 2011to manage the trailer 
park until trial has now been discharged and the Nation has taken over the land.   
For the time being, the Squamish Nation will continue to use the land as a mobile home and 
RV park until detailed plans are put in place.  The name of the mobile home and RV 
park is NOW Capilano River RV Park. As noted, the land generates revenues in the 
range of $1.5 to $1.8million per year as a trailer park, much of which is profit that will now 
go to the Squamish Nation. 
 
Membership will have a direct say in how the lands will ultimately be used in the future and 
no new development will take place without the direct involvement and input of the 
Squamish Nation membership. 
 
A timeline showing significant events relating to the trailer park at this location is attached.  
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Sincerely, 
SQUAMISH NATION 
Chiefs & Council 
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Second Notice: 

Explanation of Capilano Mobile Park Litigation 

Dated January 26, 2011 

   



 

SECOND NOTICE 
 
Wednesday, January 26, 2011 
 
TO: Squamish Nation Members 
 
RE: Explanation of Capilano Mobile Park Litigation  
  
As you are aware, in early December 2010 Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council filed a 
claim on behalf of Membership in the Supreme Court of British Columbia to regain control 
of lands located between the Capilano River and the Lions Gate Bridge on Capilano IR No. 
5, where the Capilano Mobile Park is located.  
 
This land belongs to the Squamish Nation as a whole and the entire membership is entitled 
to benefit from it.  The Trailer Park had been operated under a permit, which expired in 
October 2008. The Partnership of the Trailer Park refused to enter into the new permit that 
the Nation offered. The Trailer Park brings in revenues of at least $1.5 to $1.8 million each 
year and its operators had been paying 35% of that to the Nation for the right to use this 
land, but since May 2010 they have been keeping all of the rents and not paying anything to 
the Nation. 
 
Since this land belongs to the whole Squamish Nation, Chiefs and Council have a legal 
obligation to manage the lands for the benefit of all Nation Members. Chiefs and Council 
cannot allow a business to make money from the Nation’s land without ensuring that the 
Membership receives a benefit in return.  Since the Partnership is denying the Membership 
of this legal entitlement, Chiefs and Council had absolutely no choice but to instruct the 
Nation’s lawyers to bring this claim. 
 
It will take some time before the claim is finally resolved.  The Nation’s lawyers applied to 
the court to stop the Trailer Park Partnership from being able to continue to collect and keep 
money that should be going to the Nation until the court case is resolved. This application 
was heard in court on January 14, 2011. 
 
Representatives of the Trailer Park Partnership appeared at the January 14th hearing and 
behaved in a way that was disrespectful of the court process. The Judge totally rejected 
their arguments and granted the order on the terms sought by the Nation.  
 
 
 
 

(Continued on back of page…) 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Sk_wx_wú7mesh Úxwumixw will protect the Amalgamation  
and enhance the ÚXWUMIXW Cultural values and traditions  
through respect, equality and harmony for all. 



 

The order confirms the Squamish Nation’s right to lawful possession of the Trailer Park 
lands until the Nation’s claim is resolved by the court. The court also ordered that a neutral 
party (called a “receiver”) be appointed to manage the Trailer Park for the time being. The 
role of the receiver will be to run the Trailer Park and hold any revenues in trust, to be dealt 
with once the court case is over. 
 
On January 26, 2011, the Partnership of the Trailer Park refused to obey the order and give 
up possession of the Trailer Park.  They also refused to permit the receiver to run the 
business, as the court ordered.  It is illegal to disobey a court order in this way. To ensure 
that the court’s order is respected, the West Vancouver Police were forced to arrest several 
people who were blocking the receiver’s access to the Mobile Park office and preventing 
the Nation from taking possession of the land.   
 
The Trailer Park Partnership and their representatives have been extremely uncooperative 
and disrespectful in their dealings with the Nation and its legal counsel. They have 
delivered a large number of documents that are of no legal effect and have no status with 
the courts.  The Partnership’s conduct, lack of co-operation and lack of respect for the 
rights of the Squamish Nation, as a whole, has taken significant time and financial 
resources of the Nation to deal with. 
 
Sincerely, 
SQUAMISH NATION 
Chiefs & Council 
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First Notice: 

Explanation of Capilano Mobile Park Litigation 

Dated December 10, 2010 
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December 10, 2010 
 
To Squamish Nation Membership 
 
RE: Explanation of Capilano Mobile Park Litigation  
 
Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council on behalf of Membership have filed a claim in the Supreme Court of 
British Columbia to regain control of the lands located between the Capilano River and the Lions Gate Bridge 
on Capilano IR No. 5, where the Capilano Mobile Park is located. Attached is a 10 page Notice of Civil Claim. 
 
Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council have allowed Squamish Nation Members the Trailer Park to operate the 
Trailer Park on the Squamish land for 44 years. Until last spring (May 26, 2010), the Trailer Park operators paid 
the Nation in exchange for using the land. Chiefs and Council has clearly stated that permitting the use of the 
land for the Trailer Park did not give the Trailer Park operators any permanent rights to the land. The parcel of 
land situated in a prime location, has the potential to generate more funds that will benefit our people as a 
collective.  
 
The operators of the Trailer Park had agreed to a 10 year permit that expired October, 2008. Chiefs and Council 
met with the Trailer Park operators at a duly convened Council meeting to discuss renewing the permit. The 
decision was Chiefs and Council authorized the permit for an additional 5 years, with a 2 year notice period. 
Under the permit, the Trailer Park operators paid a percentage of the money each month to the Nation from the 
operations of the RV Park.  
 
There has been a breakdown in the business relationship with the Nation and The Trailer Park operators they 
paid rent until May 26, 2010.  After May 26, 2010, they refused to make any further payments to the Nation and 
refused to sign a new permit. The Nation has tried to discuss this issue with the operators but the operators have 
declined. 
 
As we know, the parcel of land where the Trailer Park is located belongs to the Nation as a whole. Chiefs and 
Council have a legal obligation to manage the lands for the benefit of all Nation Members. Chiefs and Council 
cannot allow a business to make money from the Nation’s land without paying anything to the Nation in 
exchange.  
 
In November, the Nation made a final offer to the Trailer Park operators, asking for payment of the rent owing 
and that they sign the new permit. After the Trailer Park operators rejected that offer, the Nation brought the 
claim in court to regain control of the land so that it could be used for the benefit of all the Nation Members. 
 
Chiefs and Council are awaiting response from the Trailer Park Operators no later than December 24, 2010.  
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Sincerely, 
SQUAMISH NATION 
Chiefs & Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
























