Q & A: Squamish Land Code

What will the proposed
Squamish Land Code do?

The proposed Squamish Land Code enables us to:

«  Assert Squamish Nation jurisdiction over our reserve lands and resources

- Define development approval processes and the role of members,
administration, and council in approval of proposed developments on our lands

«  Create environmental assessment and protection regimes that will enhance the
environment

«  Create aland use planning regime that enhances coordination of land uses and
the quality of life for residents of our lands

«  Ensure Canada retains responsibility for other services (i.e. health and education)

Will the proposed Squamish
Land Code affect the tax
exemption?

No. The proposed Squamish Land Code does NOT affect the tax exemption. Mem-
bers with homes on Squamish Nation reserves will not pay property taxes if the
proposed Squamish Land Code is approved by membership. Members will still be
able to use their status card to be exempt from sales tax if they shop at Park Royal
or the Superstore. Members will still be exempt from personal income tax if they
work on reserve.

Will the proposed Squamish
Land Code affect other areas
like health and education?

No. The proposed Squamish Land Code does NOT affect other program areas like
health and education. The proposed Squamish Land Code is only related to land
management.

Is the proposed Squamish
Land Code a treaty?

No. The proposed Squamish Land Code is NOT a treaty. The proposed Squamish
Land Code does not affect Squamish Aboriginal Rights and Title. The Squamish
Nation will continue to negotiate accommodation agreements with other govern-
ments or the private sector.

When will land management
authority be transferred to
the Squamish Nation?

If membership approves the proposed Squamish Land Code, the Squamish Nation
will have up to twenty-four (24) months to prepare policy, procedures, and land
laws required to assume responsibility of land management.

How can | learn more about
the Squamish Land Code?

For more information on the
Squamish Land Code, contact

Squamish Nation
415 West Esplanade
North Vancouver
V7ZM 1A6

Phone (604) 982-0510
Toll Free 1 (888) 998-0433

Fax (604) 982-0515

E-mail: landcode@squamish.net
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There are a number of ways to learn about the proposed Land Code.

«  Watch the video: A video has been prepared that includes a description of how
the proposed Squamish Land Code will work and includes interviews with some
members of the Squamish Nation Land Code Working Group.

«  Read the bulletins: This is the first in a series of bulletins that will be available on
various subject areas including: law-making, housing,
and, development approvals.

«  Attend a meeting: Membership meetings will be scheduled to discuss the pro-
posed Squamish Land Code.

«  Send an e-mail: You can send an e-mail question about the proposed Squamish
Land Code to landcode@squamish.net.

«  Go on-line: Additional information will be posted at www.squamish.net - check
there for updates!

«  Callus: you can call us at (604) 982-0510

SQUAMISH LAND CODE MEETING DATES:

Group: Location Date Time

General Membership TH March 15 6-9pm
Elders EC-NV March 16 12-3 pm

General Membership aMmc March 16 6-9pm
Youth YC-NV March 22 3-5pm

Elders TH March 23 12-3 pm

Youth TH March 25  11:00 am -12:00 pm

General Membership TH April 3 6-9pm
General Membership amc April 4 6-9pm

TH = Totem Hall ~ (JMC = Chief Joe Mathias Centre  EC = Elders Centre  YC = Youth Centre
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“Under the Canadian legal system we do not
even own this dirt that we're standing on, and
that it rightfully belongs to the Canadian
government, subject to the terms of the Indian
Act. That is still the case today.”
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Why a Land Code?

Ratifying the Squamish Land Code is a critical part of the
Community Development Plan that is being discussed at
Family Meetings. Implementation of the code will enable us to:
(a) better manage our existing reserve lands; (b) acquire more
lands; and, (c) ensure that there are places for membership to
live together for generations to come.

quamish Nation Indian Reserves are subject to the

provisions of the Indian Act. This means that the Federal
Government, through the Department of Indian Affairs has the
final say on Squamish Nation lands.

The reserve system has never worked well for us. This is why the
Squamish Nation has participated in the land management
initiative to replace the land management provisions of the
Indian Act with our own Squamish Land Code.

This is the first in a series of bulletins to provide membership
with information about the proposed Squamish Land code.
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Indian Act

Land Management
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SQUAMISH LAND CODE  WILL REPLACE

Other provisions:
Guardianship
Taxation
Schools
Estates

If membership ratifies it, the
Squamish Land Code will replace
the land management provisions
of the Indian Act.

How was the proposed Squamish Land Code developed?

Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council would like to thank all
those that have taken the time to participate in land code
meetings. Your comments and questions have shaped

the Squamish Land Code.

Squamish membership has participated in the development
of the land code in a number of ways. Over 40 meetings
have been held since 2003 on the land management initiative
and over 90 members have participated in committees and
Katherine August, Christine Baker, Cynthia Baker, Deborah Baker,
Eric Baker, Julie Baker, Kwakwee Baker, Marie Baker, Pam Baker,
Richard (Richie) Baker, Robert (Bob) Baker, Toby Baker, Lydia
Blaney, Aaron Bruce, Harold Calla, Jason Calla, Susie Calla, Chief
lan Campbell, Joan Daniels, Dawn Dawes, Sandy Douglas, Sarah

working groups. Over 600 ‘person meetings’ of effort have been
devoted by membership to the development of the Squamish
Land Code.

Squamish Nation Membership Decides

TO ASSUME CONTROL OVER ITS RESERVE LANDS, SQUAMISH
NATION MEMBERSHIP WILL BE ASKED TO CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTION IN A REFERENDUM:

Do you approve:

Squamish
Land
Code

Individual
Agreement

The proposed Squamish Land Code can become the basic land law of the
Squamish Nation and replace the land management provisions of the Indian Act.

Describes lands to be governed by Squamish Land Code

The Individual Agreement describes the lands that will be governed by the
Squamish Land Code. This includes the transition and effective date of the code
as well as some environmental issues resulting from due diligence work con-

Rules to manage our lands

ducted during the last eight years.

Eckert, Sheryl Fisher, Priscilla Fraser, Paula George-Kirk,

Carla George, Chief Janice George, Dale Harry, Gwen Harry,

Chief Gibby Jacob, Andrea Jacobs, David Jacobs, Deborah Jacobs,
George Jacobs, Krissandra Jacobs, Monica Jacobs, Bryron Joseph,
Dennis Joseph, Chief Floyd Joseph, Josh Joseph, Patrick Joseph,
Sandra Joseph, Tewanee Joseph, Willard (Buddy) Joseph,

Chris Lewis, Iris Lewis, Jacob Lewis, Karen Lewis, Lisa Lewis,
Randall Lewis, Shirley Lewis, Donald Mathias Joe,

Danielle Mellish, Bernard Miranda, Sharen Miranda, Valerie Moody,
Chrystal Nahanee, Jason Nahanee, Joanne Nahanee,

Ruth Nahanee, Diane Natrall, Faye Natrall, Mary-Jane Natrall, Nor-
man Natrall, Gordon (Sasultan) Newman, Amanda O'Donoghue,
Tim O’Hara, Amber Oates, Shellene Paull, the late Melanie Rapada,
Dustin Rivers, the late Frank Rivers Jr., Walter Schneider, Charlene
Seward, Kim Seward, John Spence, Pauline Spence, Vivian Stogan,
Dana Thomas, Shirley Toman, Jessica Weedon, Ann Whonnock,
Chief Bill Williams, Henry Williams, Jackie Williams, Jessie Williams,
Linda Williams, Chief Richard (Dickie) Williams

and Roberta J. Williams
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